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Is School to Career 

Project-based Learning: Combining PTE Standards and Academic Standards 

Use this template for planning and sharing ideas for projects.  This template is based on the 6 A’s. 

Authenticity* Academic Rigor* Applied Learning* Active Exploration* Adult Connections* Assessment 

Project 

Title of Project The Bruin News—Online  

Project Developed by J.D. Davis, Carrie Ploss, Jason Torgrimson, Debra Kemper, 
Lorraine Rapp, Marsha Atkin, Jo Dodds 

E-mail Address kemperde@tfsd.k12.id.us , torgrimsonja@tfsd.k12.id.us 
davisjo@tfsd.k12.id.us , rapplorraine@tfsd.k12.id.s; 
atkinma@tfsd.k12.id.us; doddsjo@tfsd.k12.id.us  

 

School Twin Falls High School 

Pathway / SLC /Academy Information Technology Academy                   Finance Academy  

Course Title(s) English/IT/Broadcasting/Advertising/The Bruin News 

 

Authenticity 

Briefly describe your project. Include the key question and provide an overview of what students do and learn. 
Tell why the question is meaningful to the students and where one might see a similar question tackled by an adult 
in the workplace. 

Key Question Is Print Media Changing in an Electronic Age? 

 

Overview 

1. The project’s objective is to put the school newspaper, The Bruin News, online via 
Twin Falls High School’s website.  Currently, the newspaper is only available in a 
print edition.  The goal of this project is to put the newspaper online and to integrate 
broadcast journalism technology into the journalism program.  Additional benefits 
will come from increased exposure for the school’s advertising program with online 
publishing.  In addition to the journalism and advertising classes, the Finance 
Academy English department will be utilized to write articles for the paper.  The 
articles will be completed under the direction of the cohort academy advisory classes. 

 

 

Vocabulary/Key Terms 

List vocabulary words and key terms essential to student understanding. 

 

 

Editor, article, opinion, news, Adobe products, PDF, broadcast journalism, online, html, URL, 
submit, webpage, website, journalism editor, bookmark, credit, credit usage, creditor, banker, 
client, customer, contract, credit score, newspaper, columns, word count, revise 
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Active Exploration * Applied Learning * Adult Connections 

What classroom-based, community-based, and career-based activities does the project involve? Include a 
description of the active exploration, applied learning, and adult connections in the project as needed. 

Active Exploration How does the project engage students in real investigations using a variety of methods, 
media and sources?  What field-based work will students perform?  How does student learning and service 
support active career exploration? The project engages all students by piquing their interest in a variety of 
current financially-related activities and tasks. There will be clear examples of what is expected in the end 
product. After viewing existing online newspapers and news magazines students, will utilize computer labs 
and software that will help them create a proficient news article for submission. Students will engage in 
this learning activity by reading current business news, interviewing advisory board members, writing 
articles, selling advertisements, arranging layouts, and producing and publishing a school newspaper. 

Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem  
(e.g. designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)? After researching and 
learning about current online financial publications, students will become proficient at designing their 
product and creating an informative publication for their target audience. Twin Falls High School students 
will enjoy this finished online product because they will be more financially savvy.  

Adult Connections Who from the community, workplace, post-secondary and/or industry partnership works with 
students on the project? Many participants from the community, post-secondary institutions, and industry, 
will partner with the students as they complete this online publication.  Specifically, this will include the 
Academy of Finance Advisory Board and College of Southern Idaho Business Instructors. JD Davis and 
Carrie Ploss, the Bruin News advisor and advertising advisor, will take ultimate responsibility in the 
creation of this undertaking. 

Classroom Activities  Community Activities Career Activities 

Active Exploration—Students will 
brainstorm, write, peer review, edit, 
create pages, and publish articles 
and newspaper pages electronically. 
The three academy cohort classes 
(Accounting/English 10/11/12, 
Business Mgt/Advertising, Web 
Design, Bruin News) will complete 
this task three times during the 
school year. Each cohort academy 
teacher will review articles and 
submit the best product for the page 
editor’s approval.  Each one of 
these tasks is a real world example 
of what one would be doing as a 
part of a professional newspaper 
staff.  

The community will be involved by 
being able to access archives of the 
Bruin News, access current issue 
information, and eventually submit 
to the paper to further perpetuate 
the newspaper’s content. The 
Academy of Finance Advisory 
Board will be interviewed by 
students on the topics researched.  
Further, the final product will be 
shared with the advisory board at a 
date to be determined during the 
school year.  

In addition, the businesses that 
advertise will be affected by greater 
exposure to the newspaper staff and 
the advertising staff. 

Journalism, broadcast journalism, 
computer applications, internet 
technology, copy editor, 
photographer—all of these careers 
will be touched upon with this 
project. 

 

 

Academic/PTE Rigor 

Content Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards addressed by the project. (A list of 
standards is available at http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp This page, which includes 
selected high school level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of standards you are addressing. 
You may then copy and paste the list into this template.) 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp�
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Academic/PTE Rigor 

Possible newspaper topics—Standards covered for articles (English standards will follow) 
 
Economics and Personal Finance EcPF_10: Demonstrate Knowledge of the Role of Consumers 
EcPF_10.1 Demonstrate sound consumer decision making when purchasing goods or services and the effects they have on 
budgeting. 
EcPF_10.1.14 Explain when and why borrowing is used for the purchase of goods or services 
EcPF_10.1.15 Describe the risks associated with borrowing money 
EcPF_10.1.16 Explain credit and why it is used 
EcPF_10.1.17 Define interest and explain why it is charged 
EcPF_10.1.24 Determine advantages and disadvantages of credit 
EcPF_10.1.25 Explain credit ratings and describe why they are important to consumers in our economic system 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I T Standards 
 
Standard 1—Creativity and Innovation 
Standard 2—Communication and Collaboration 
Standard 3—Research Skills and Critical Thinking 
Standard 4—Digital Citizenship 
Standard 5—Technology Operations and Concepts 
 
 
English and Journalism Standards  
 
Goal 3.3: Acquire Skills for Revising a Draft 
Goal 3.4: Acquire Skills for Editing a Draft 
Goal 3.5: Acquire Skills to Publish Writing 
11.LA.3.5.1 Publish improved draft. 
11.LA.3.5.2 Share writing with intended audience. (753.04.c; 753.06.b) 
11.LA.3.4.2 Edit for correct punctuation, spelling, grammar, and usage errors. (753.02.a) 
11.LA.3.3.1 Revise draft for meaning, clarity, and effective organization. (753.01.a) 
 
 

School to Career Competencies Please check (x) the competencies addressed by the project 

[x ] Communicate and understand ideas and information  
[x ] Collect, analyze and organize information 
[x ] Identify and solve problems 
[x ] Use technology 
[x ] Initiate and complete entire activities 
[x ] Act professionally 
[ x] Interact with others 
[x ] Understand all aspects of an industry 
[x ] Take responsibility for career and life choices 

Student Goal(s) Include student personalized goal(s) 

Student goals will be: 

• Turn work (articles, writings, peer reviews, editing, page submissions) on time 

• Create and design both web pages and print pages for the newspaper 
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Academic/PTE Rigor 

• Edit, revise, and publish print and internet articles 

• Create electronic archive pages and submit these for web page publishing 

• Maintain the website 

• Create social media accompaniment pages to integrate into the school’s web page.   

 

 

 

Assessment 

How do you and the students know the project is a success? What are your criteria for measuring students' 
achievement of the disciplinary knowledge and applied learning goals of the project? What evidence do they use 
to demonstrate their progress? What deliverables do they need to complete prior to the final exhibition? 

 

The criteria for now if this project is a success will come from the publishing of the electronic newspaper.  While 
it may start off with flaws, the goal is to get the online newspaper running as seamlessly as the print edition of the 
school paper.   

The evidence of this project will come from the publication of the paper and the feedback from the student body, 
administration, and community.  

 

 

Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

Software or Materials Needed 
(Examples) 

Adobe Professional Suite—PDF, InDesign, Photoshop, Web 
Program 

Microsoft Word 

Teacher-Developed Materials 
(Examples of materials that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

Rubrics, writing expectations, journalism textbook,  

Student-Developed Materials 
(Examples of products that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

 

News, opinion, arts and entertainment, features, sports, humor 
stories, PDF files, graphics from PhotoShop, the internet, and 
student created artwork/photos. 

Webpage on the Bruin Website 

Websites Used 
(Examples) 

Twin Falls Bruin Webpage, High School Journalism.org 

 

Final Words  
(In a sentence or two, highlight your project’s 
overall value.) 

This is a great chance for students to explore print media and 
the advantages of placing print media online for review and 
commentary.   
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Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

Teacher Tips  
(Use the first person to share a useful idea that 
helps with implementation and ensures success. 
Make it chatty, informal.) 

After years of debating, discussing, and prodding from Jason 
Torgrimson, the project is finally going to come together.  I 
believe it will be a great experience for the students to see their 
work published online.  As the site continues, I hope to have 
feedback forums and online posting for students not on staff—
basically, an online newspaper that can be added to and 
altered—in some sections—just like Wikipedia.   

I am slightly afraid that there will be more work, but at least for 
now, the project seems very doable with huge returns on 
student learning. 

 

 

Timeline 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to develop and demonstrate PTE 
standards and the Academic standards? 

 

1. Students will be informed of the expectations.  This will be done both verbally and in writing (included 
in the Bruin News Staff Manual and the advisory syllabus). 

2. Sample articles will be circulated and taught—expectations, anchor papers, and outlines will be provided 
to students to teach expectations. Students will then write articles in the advisory classes to submit to the 
paper for approval by the managing editor.  Once the articles have been submitted, the articles will be 
edited and ultimately approved by the managing editor. 

3. The Bruin News will be created using traditional means.  (Students write articles and take pictures, edit 
student work, lay out pages, and publish paper).  

4. Once the paper is completed, the broadcast journalism editor will ready the online pages. This will 
include updating pages and pictures.  The pages will be laid out according to the electronic template that 
will be created.   

5. A PDF will also be created to archive print editions online (same website, different link) where anyone 
can view archived editions of the newspaper. 

6. A social media site (probably Facebook) will be created (this is done, but additional work is needed) that 
will allow students, parents, coaches, and administrators to contribute to the paper.  

7. Maintain website and repeat until all news issues are published throughout the year. 

 
 


	Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem (e.g. designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)? After researching and learning about current online financial publications, students will become proficient at designing their product and creating an informative publication for their target audience. Twin Falls High School students will enjoy this finished online product because they will be more financially savvy. 

