
 

Integrated Project-based Learning: Combining PTE Standards  
and Academic Standards 

Use this template for planning and sharing ideas for projects. This template is based on the 6 A’s: 

Authenticity* Academic Rigor* Applied Learning* Active Exploration* Adult Connections* Assessment 

Project 

Title of Project FIRED FOR BLOGGING: ARE THERE LEGAL 
PROTECTIONS FOR EMPLOYEES WHO BLOG? 

Project Developed by Randy Reddington – Donna Cameron 

E-mail Address redd@minidokaschools.org; dcameron@minidokaschools.org 

School ARTEC Charter School – Minico Campus 

Pathway / Small Learning 
Community/Academy 

Information Technology and Social Studies 

Course Title(s) TST Internship and Government 

Time Frame 5 days 

 

Authenticity 

Briefly describe your project. Include the key question and provide an overview of what students do and learn. 
Tell why the question is meaningful to the students and where one might see a similar question tackled by an 
adult in the workplace. 

Key Question FIRED FOR BLOGGING: ARE THERE LEGAL 
PROTECTIONS FOR EMPLOYEES WHO BLOG? 

 

Overview 

One of the Internet-related phenomena of the early twenty-first 
century has been the exponential rise in the number of Web logs (referred 
as "blogs"). Millions of people have begun chronicling their lives through 
online diaries and social networks. 
Sometimes they disclose too much information: describing past drug use, 
allowing pictures of themselves drunk at parties to be displayed, and 
griping about work. More and more of these "bloggers" are being fired 
because of what they publish online.  
Students will be presented with a specific case.  They will take a position, 
either for the employee or the employer, and defend their side based on 
existing arguments, ie: freedom of expression, right to privacy, etc, and  
participate in a debate style format presenting their side of the case. 
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Vocabulary/Key Terms 

List vocabulary words and key terms essential to student understanding. 

       

 

Blog 

Argument 

Affirmative 

Negative 

Right to privacy 

Freedom of Expression 

Subpoena 

Social Network 

Online Diary 

Class Action Suit 

Active Exploration * Applied Learning * Adult Connections 

What classroom-based, community-based, and career-based activities does the project involve? Include a 
description of the active exploration, applied learning, and adult connections in the project (as needed). 

Active Exploration How does the project engage students in real investigations using a variety of methods, 
media and sources? Internet research using the computer What field-based work will students perform? 
Students can interview local judges and attorneys (prosecutors and defenders)  How does student learning 
and service support active career exploration?  Students will gain a better understanding of the legal issues 
surrounding “blogging,” “on-line chats,” “public domain sites,” etc. and be able to make sound decisions 
on their future actions and employment. 

Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem (e.g. 
designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)? Students will take the 
information they have gained forward with them and use in all future post secondary and workplace 
decision making. 

Adult Connections Who from the community, workplace, postsecondary and/or industry partnership works 
with students on the project?  

Classroom Activities  Community Activities Career Activities 

Computer Research 

Writing Skills 

Reading Skills 

Public Speaking Skills 

 

 

 

Interview local judges and 
attorneys 

Code of conduct and ethics in the 
workplace 

 

 



 

Academic/PTE Rigor 

Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards and PTE industry standards addressed by the 
project. (A list of the content standards is available at http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp.  
This page, which includes selected high school level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of 
standards you are addressing. You may then copy and paste the list into this template.) 

State of Idaho American Government Content Standards – Civil Rights – Grade 12 

School to Career Competencies Please check (x) the competencies addressed by the project 

[X] Communicate and understand ideas and information  
[X] Collect, analyze and organize information 
[X] Identify and solve problems 
[X] Use technology 
[X] Initiate and complete entire activities 
[X] Act professionally 
[X] Interact with others 
[X ] Understand all aspects of an industry 
[X] Take responsibility for career and life choices 

Student Goal(s) Once the project begins, ask students to generate one or two personal goals. 

 

 

 

Assessment 

How do you and the students know the project is a success? What are your criteria for measuring students' 
achievement of the disciplinary knowledge and applied learning goals of the project? What evidence do they use 
to demonstrate their progress? What deliverables do they need to complete prior to the final exhibition? How 
will students self-assess? 

 
Student will demonstrate the ability to research and prepare a written report. 

 
Teacher will give positive feedback as the student is performing the given tasks. 
 
 
Students will participate in class presentation and assessed using the following rubric. 
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Content Conventions Organization Presentation 

4 

 Is well thought 
out and supports 
the solution to the 
challenge or 
question 

 Reflects 
appropriate 
audience. 

 Has clear goal 
that is related to 
the topic 

 Is pulled from a 
variety of sources 

 Is accurate 

 No spelling, 
grammatical, or 
punctuation 
errors 

 High-level use of 
vocabulary and 
word choice 

 Information is 
clearly focused 
in an organized 
and thoughtful 
manner. 

 Information is 
constructed in a 
logical pattern 
and in sequence. 

 Format 
enhances the 
content. 

 Prepared report 
captures 
audience 
attention. 

 Prepared report 
is organized and 
well laid out. 

3 

 Is well thought 
out and supports 
the solution 

 Some critical 
thinking is 
apparent 

 Has clear goal 
that is related to 
the topic 

 Is pulled from 
several sources 

 Is accurate 

 Few (1 to 3) 
spelling, 
grammatical, or 
punctuation 
errors 

 Good use of 
vocabulary and 
word choice 

 

 Information is in 
sequence and 
constructed 
logically. 

 Format is 
appropriate for 
the content. 

 Prepared report 
captures 
audience 
attention. 

 Prepared report 
is well 
organized. 

2 

 Supports the 
solution 

 Has no clear goal 

 Is pulled from a 
limited number of 
sources 

 Has some factual 
errors or 
inconsistencies 

 Minimal (3 to 5) 
spelling, 
grammatical, or 
punctuation 
errors 

 Low-level use of 
vocabulary and 
word choice 

 Project has a 
focus but might 
stray from it at 
times. 

 Information 
appears to have 
a pattern, but the 
pattern is not 
consistently 
carried out in the 
project. 

 Information 
loosely supports 
the solution. 

 Format does not 
suit the content. 

 Prepared report 
does not capture 
audience 
attention. 

 Prepared report 
is loosely 
organized. 

1 

 Provides 
inconsistent 
information for 
solution 

 Has no apparent 
application of critical 
thinking 

 Has no clear goal 

 Has significant 
factual errors, 
misconceptions, or 
mis-interpretations 

 More than 5 
spelling, 
grammatical, or 
punctuation 
errors 

 Poor use of 
vocabulary and 
word choice 

 Content is 
unfocused and 
haphazard. 

 Information does 
not support the 
solution to the 
challenge or 
question. 

 Information has 
no apparent 
pattern. 

 Prepared report 
appears sloppy 
and/or 
unfinished. 

 Prepared report 
is handwritten 

 Format does not 
enhance 
content. 

 Prepared report 
has no clear 
organization. 



 

 

Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

Software or Materials Needed 
(Examples) 

Computer system with internet connection 

Teacher-Developed Materials 
(Examples of materials that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

Pre-designed court case scenario 

Questionnaire for use in interviews with local personnel 

Student-Developed Materials 
(Examples of products that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

 

Written and oral presentation  

Websites Used 
(Examples) 

http://www.aclu.org 
http://www.aclu.org/blog/free-speech-technology-
and-liberty/tweeps-triumph-against-pennsylvania-
attorney-general 
http://www.aclu.org/blog/project/technology-and-
liberty 
 
http://www.aclu.org/blog/technology-and-
liberty/run-privacy-upgrade-its-time-congress-
update-ecpa 
 

Final Words 
(In a sentence or two, highlight your project’s 
overall value.) 

It is estimated that as much as five percent of American 
workers maintain a personal blog. Individuals have 
blogged about their favorite new musical group or their 
favorite television show, they occasionally do what most of 
us have done at one time or another…griped about their 
boss. This project will examine existing doctrines and their 
ever evolving exceptions. 

Teacher Tips/Extensions  
(Use the first person to share a useful idea that 
helps with implementation and ensures success. 
Make it chatty, informal.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Extensions 
(List any ideas for students who may want to 
go deeper into the learning standards.) 
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Timeline 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to develop and demonstrate the PTE 
standards and the Academic standards?   

• Day 1 – Students will be presented with current electronic privacy issues and civil rights protections, 
especially the 1st and 4th amendments.  

• Day 2 – Present project to the students and begin data collection. 

• Day 3 – Continued research including interviews with local judges and attorneys 

• Day 4 – Prepare arguments 

• Day 5 – Role play “Point – Counter Point” presentation format. 

 


