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Foreign Policy 

Five Paragraph Paper – Tillquist/ Waitley 

 
Dear Students, 

 You are embarking on a joint venture between your government and 

English class. This is good news for you, as you will be awarded grades in two 

classes for one assignment – this seldom occurs, much like a two-for one sale at 

the mall. The focus of this assignment is to demonstrate your understanding of 

the rights protected by the amendments and your ability to organize your 

thoughts and write and present these ideas in a clear and comprehensible 

manner. The English component is to write a five paragraph essay demonstrating 

your ability to write logically. The government portion is to demonstrate your 

knowledge of foreign policy. You will write a position paper (in a 5 paragraph 

format), and then you will deliver it as a speech in a mock press conference 

format and present in front of a video camera. 

 

Here are the rules/suggestions for the paper: 

 How long is this stupid paper anyway? 5-6 paragraphs – this does not 

include quotes or charts. You can always write more – never less. Keep in 

mind the time limits set for the video presentation.  

 If you have quotes or paraphrasing, you must cite. 

 This is a formal paper; use formal language and tone – no sarcasm, 

jokes/humor, or casual language. 

 Follow MLA formatting  

 Do not use trite phrases such as: In conclusion, As you know, In my opinion, 

to begin with, To sum up, First, Second, Next, Well, So, 

 Watch your pronouns (he, she, and they). No pronouns without antecedents. 

 If it helps, write your thesis statement at the top of your paper so you never 

forget what you are explaining – delete before you turn in paper. 

 Have a topic sentence for each paragraph that relates to your thesis statement 

 Remain in character – You are the President! 
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First & Last Name                      (entire paper: double spaced, font size 12, Times News Roman) 

Mrs. Tillquist                              (page numbers in the upper right corner – last name and page # - 

Policy Position Paper                   no page numbers on first page) 

20 November 2009 

                                      Title – do not underline your title 

 

 Introduction: 

Hook: Catch the readers’ attention. Hook must be connected to thesis and paper – transition 

smoothly to rest of paper. 

  Thesis statement: Identify your three policies and state your opinion in a didactic manner.  

  Plan:  List of policies you will cover. 

 

Body: Your personal opinion as well as quotes, statistics, and expert’s comments to support your 

thesis. Here are some suggestions on what to present. 

1. Status quo – How things are now – current problems  

2. Your plan or proposal – How would you change things, analysis situation, compare 

and contrast  – what should happen to bring about your thesis statement  

3. How it would work – Details of your plan  

a. Policy one 

b. Policy two 

c. Policy three  

4. Outcome - What will happen as a result of your thesis statement being implemented?  

5. Rebuttal – Anticipate arguments against your thesis and counter-argue  

 

 Conclusion:  

1. Tie to intro. - Hook  

2. Call to action – What do you want people to do at the end of reading your paper: 

think differently- do something- vote - what? 

3. Restatement of thesis 

 

You will turn in (1) your brainstorming paper, (2) rough draft with 

proofreading marks and signature, (3) final copy on: due date. 
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