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Integrated Project-based Learning: Combining PTE Standards and Academic 

Standards 

Use this template for planning and sharing ideas for projects. This template is based on the 6 A’s: 

Authenticity* Academic Rigor* Applied Learning* Active Exploration* Adult Connections* Assessment 

Project   

Title of Project   Poetry Documentary 

Project Developed by Brett Darrington, Mike Huttanus, and Jan Hall 

E-mail Address bdarrington@kimberly.edu 

School Kimberly 

Pathway / Small Learning Community/Academy  

Course Title(s) Digital Media, 11
th

 Grade English 

Time Frame 
2nd 

Semseter 

 Final due beginning of May 

 

Briefly describe your project. Include the key question and provide an overview of what students do and learn. Tell 

why the question is meaningful to the students and where one might see a similar question tackled by an adult in the 

workplace. 

Key Question  Present  background information on an American poet. Explain the poetry that comes from that 

background and the context in which the poetry was written.  Explain a poem as an example. 

Overview:  Students will give their presentations in a digital documentary format.  English class will learn 

poetry and talk about the context; digital media will teach documentary format and the technical requirements 

for usage. 

List vocabulary words and key terms essential to student understanding. 

Context, figures of speech, style, storyboard, script 

 

Active Exploration * Applied Learning * Adult Connections 

 

What classroom-based, community-based, and career-based activities does the project involve? Include a description 

of the active exploration, applied learning, and adult connections in the project (as needed).  This project requires 

students to perform a task that is very similar to tasks they might be asked to perform in a workplace.  They 

need to independently find information on a topic and produce a product that anlyzes and displays that 

information in a unique and interesting way. 

 

Active Exploration How does the project engage students in real investigations using a variety of methods, media and 

sources?  What field-based work will students perform?  How does student learning and service support active career 

exploration?   The students will use Internet and textbook resources to find information on their poet.  They will 

then use various digital media formats to create their documentary. 

mailto:bdarrington@kimberly.edu
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Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem  

(e.g. designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)? They will design a 

documentary displaying what they have learned both about the poets and about their digital media skills. 

Adult Connections Who from the community, workplace, postsecondary and/or industry partnership works with 

students on the project? Advisory committee, Randall Morgan (?)    

 

Classroom Activities:   English: poetry notes, poetry paper, writing poetry,  

   Digital Media:  media formatting, documentary style 

Community Activities 

Career Activities 

 

Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards and PTE industry standards addressed by the 

project. (A list of the content standards is available at 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp.  This page, which includes selected high school 

level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of standards you are addressing. You may then copy and 

paste the list into this template.) 

11.LA.2.1.1 Compare and contrast similar themes or topics by authors from different time periods or cultures to explain how the 

historical or cultural context shapes each author’s point of view. 

11.LA.2.2.2 Define the purpose and audience of a variety of communication formats (e.g., essays, letters, user manuals, lab reports, 

websites). (752.05.a; 752.05.c) 

11.LA.2.2.3 Extend, through original analysis, arguments presented in primary and/or secondary sources. (752.03.e) 

11.LA.2.3.1 Analyze recognized works of literature representing a variety of genres and traditions that: (752.02.c)  Evaluate the 

influences (i.e., philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and social) of the historical period that shaped the characters, plot, and 

setting. 

 
Digital Media:  Create digital media that is targeted to a specific audience and fits the medium of a specific genre. 

 
Soft Skills:  Meet deadlines, team responsibilities, clear verbal and written communication, following directions, initiating and 

completing a project.  

 

School to Career Competencies Please check (x) the competencies addressed by the project[ ] Communicate and 

understand ideas and information  

[x] Collect, analyze and organize information 

[x] Identify and solve problems 

[x] Use technology 

[x] Initiate and complete entire activities 

[x] Act professionally 

[x] Interact with others 

[  ] Understand all aspects of an industry 

[x] Take responsibility for career and life choices 

 

Student Goal(s) Once the project begins, ask students to generate one or two personal goals. 

How do you and the students know the project is a success? What are your criteria for measuring students' 

achievement of the disciplinary knowledge and applied learning goals of the project? What evidence do they use to 

demonstrate their progress? What deliverables do they need to complete prior to the final exhibition? How will 

students self-assess? 

Students will be given two rubrics: One, for English focusing on student's abilities to relate the context a poet 

wrote in to the poetry that the poet actually wrote.  Two, for digital media that focuses more on organization 

and technical competence and less on content. 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp
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Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

Software or Materials Needed 

(Examples) 

Computer labs for research, digital media lab 

Teacher-Developed Materials 

(Examples of materials that can be shared with 

other classes. Please attach samples.) 

None yet. 

Student-Developed Materials 

(Examples of products that can be shared with 

other classes. Please attach samples.) 

 

None yet. 

Websites Used 

(Examples) 
www.poets.org 

www.famouspoetsandpoems.com 

www.celtx.com  

Final Words 

(In a sentence or two, highlight your project’s 

overall value.) 

This project will allow students to connect learning across 

subject areas.  It also allows them to produce a product that 

demonstrates their competencies with language arts and 

digital media skills. 

Teacher Tips/Extensions  

(Use the first person to share a useful idea that 

helps with implementation and ensures success. 

Make it chatty, informal.) 

 

Extensions 

(List any ideas for students who may want to go 

deeper into the learning standards.) 

 

Students may want to produce a longer documentary piece 

that they might place into a competition. 

 

 

 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to develop and demonstrate the PTE 

standards and the Academic standards?   

 

Digital Media: 

1. Read and discus a poem (Raven). 

2. Discuss context of a poem. 

3. Storyboard as a group 

4. Shoot and edit video as a group. 

5. Peer Review. 

6. Class presentation with critique 

http://www.poets.org/
http://www.famouspoetsandpoems.com/
http://www.celtx.com/
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7. Coordinated with English Teacher the students will perform task independently. 

English: 

1. Read and discuss poets and form across American Lit. 

2. Students will write a paper discussing what they believe good poetry looks like. 

3. Students will choose a poet they want to use as a focus for their project and research that poet. 

4. Production time. 

5. Presentations. 

 

(Adapted from the Boston Public Schools Signature Projects.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


