
THE FAMILY VACATION/VACACION DE FAMILIA 
 

Objective: This final project is designed to use what you have learned in Economics.  You will 
also learn a great deal about places you have never been before.  You will also demonstrate 
and build on research and computer skills, including the use of the Internet. You will be 
working with a team of people.   
 
Student Directions: This is a group project. 4 people will be selected by the instructor. Your 
goal is to plan a one week (seven day) vacation for your group or “family.@   
 
The First Decisions:  
1)  Determine the roles of each person in the group. (see below)  
2)  Each group will receive $10,000.  If the group needs more money, they will need to provide 

rationale to the instructor. 
3)  You will be assigned a destination by the instructor.   
3)  Your group of four (or more) must then decide on:  

A) The name of your family  
B) A list of activities to do in the country 
C) Arrangements you will need to make before leaving the country  
D) Items to take with you (money, passports, clothing, camera, etc.) 
 

Trip Assignments:  
1. A picture of the packed suitcase items and a list of the items packed for the trip.    

              2. Define what type of economy is in this country – would it allow you the opportunity to go 
into business or expand your business?  

3. You must visit two or more significant cultural attractions (like Machu Pichu), describing 
them, including pictures!  Why are they significant?  

 4. Visit one or more cities with a population of over 100,000  
A.  How do most citizens make money in this city?  
  
B.  Define one or more cultural aspects:  religion, art, music, dance, sports and   

       traditions  
5.  Explain one or more tourist attractions – why did you select those? 
6.  During the trip, keep a journal that describes what kinds of  
             activities you did each day.  
7.  Each family member will need to write two postcards – you must      

     include where they are and two experiences that they had. 
8.  Each group will need a list of food items eaten in one day in English          

 and Spanish.  Describe one “bizarre” food you ate.    
9.  Each family member has to share (in Spanish) a description of one      

     photograph (school appropriate!) and the memory of your trip that it    
  represents.  
10.  Each family member will produce a “bucket list” of all the careers      

     they come across in their research that look interesting to     
   them.  

 



  
The Travel Plan: Plan to depart and arrive from the airports of your choice.   
You will have to make some decisions about what you want to do while you are there and what 
type of transportation you will use while you are there.  This will require research.  When you 
have collected all of the information about your destination, you will need to organize it.   
 
You will also need to determine what kinds of things you and your family will need before they 
leave the country and what types of clothing and items each of you intends to pack. (Need a 
picture and a list of items.) You may want to check the U.S. Department of State, Consular 
Affairs for any travel warnings to the country you are going to.   
 
Using a Power Point, Wordle, Prezi, or other presentation program to arrange your facts, 
figures and photos under headings that reflect the material: country overview, economy, 
culture, map, geography of the country, climate, population specifics and special attractions.  
 
The Presentations: Each group will have 12-15 minutes to talk about their vacation.  Each 
member of the group must present information.   Each presentation must include: 
 

1)  Navigator:  Will be responsible for all of the maps, indicating the distances and time  
  zones covered each day.  

2)  Money Manager: Will be responsible for the budget starting with passport (and the 
process to get them), costs to prepare for the trip, airfare, hotels, food, car 
rentals, spending money as well as the total costs for each individual. 

3)  Time Manager: the Itinerary - a step by step account of your trip from the moment 
you wake in the morning until you sleep at night.  

4)  Category Manager: A visual presentation identifying what you explored while on 
your trip.   

 
 

5) Grading: Each family member will:  
1) rate their own job performance within the group  
2) rate each group member=s job performance within the group 
3) The Economics or Spanish instructors will also rate the presentation 
     and those scores will be added together. 
4) The English instructor will grade the two postcards, the travel journal  

        and the quality of the research.  
     The total points will be placed in English, Spanish and Economics. 

 
Up to 50 Extra credit points can be earned for including a travel crisis and how your family 
dealt with it. (Hurricane, car accident, injury, theft, etc.) 
 
Other extra credit assignments: 
1)  on exchange rates 
2)  how to travel with a person with disabilities (wheelchair) 
3)  how to travel with a person with dietary restrictions (gluten?) 
3)  how to travel with a person with medical needs (kidney dialysis?) 



The Roles/Assignments:   
 

Navigator: This person is responsible for the computer work, getting the maps, 
researching and getting the group from point A to point B. They will have to research many 
options and then report the information to their group for decisions. The group may change 
their minds, and the navigator will have to adapt to the changes. This person has the biggest 
job because they start the whole project and they finish it.   
 

Money Manager: This person is responsible for the group=s budget.  This person will 
work out the budget for items needed before you leave, airfare, motels, camping, rental car, 
gas, food and the cost of attractions. Just about everywhere you go, it costs money to get in --  
even National Parks.  Don=t forget, that you may want to eat and drink at those attractions. It 
costs $3.00 for a can of Coke at Disneyland.  You will also need to determine the total cost of 
the trip and the cost per person.  Don=t forget souvenirs – and we want to see pictures! 
 

Time Manager: This person is responsible for making sure the group has enough travel 
time between destinations. They must be aware of the time differences in the country they are 
traveling. The Time Manager will need to calculate the amount of time needed to travel via air, 
via car, via ship, etc.  Plan a 20 minute rest period every 200 miles.  A maximum of 600 miles 
can be driven safely in one day.  Plan on sleeping for a minimum of 8 hours.  Plan on at least 
two meals a day/with one hour for each meal.   
 
 Family Trip Manager: This person is responsible for making sure that their family 
members and the group completes ALL of the assignments.  This is the biggest job and this 
person will be the leader of the family. They are responsible for making sure that the other 
members gather the pictures and descriptions of the activities that the group participated in. 
You will also be responsible for explaining WHY each of you decided to visit each item, how the 
decision was arrived at, and what you Adid@ at each site.  You will want to do this as a daily 
journal.  Organizing the project will be critical.  
 
 
Travel Accommodations: Every family will determine how and where they will fly out of and 
the major airport in the area you are traveling to.  Each group will rent some form of 
transportation (a car, a van, a plane, a raft or a boat) for traveling around that area. Include the 
costs of the airline ticket and the rental car/plane/boat and fuel in your budget. 
 
Budget: You can spend as much as you would like, where ever you would like.  But, you may 
not exceed your assigned total trip budget number. Please show expenditures and sub-totals 
for each category of spending, the total cost of your trip and each individual=s total cost of the 
trip.  Don=t forget to figure in souvenirs.   
 
 

   



Resources: 
 
Travel Starter Sites 

Virtual Tourist Pre-Home Page 
Nerd World/Travel Category 
Nerd World/Travel Europe 
Lonely Planet  
How Far is it? 
 

Travel Logistics Sites 
U.S. Dept. Of State, Consular Affairs 
World Health Organization Home Page 
U.S. Dept. Of State, Travel Warnings 
United States Information Service 
Railroad Timetables on the Internet 
Foreign Languages for Travelers 
Expedia Global Travel Service 
Travel Health Online 
Travelocity Home Page      

 



TEACHER NOTES: 
 

This project will be completed by Economics students and/or Spanish students.  The English, 
Economics, and Spanish teachers will visit these classes as needed.   It could also be 

completed by Global Perspectives classes.  
 

The teacher will assign the destinations. We did this to incorporate the Spanish, but a teacher 
could select other countries or let the students choose their own with other parameters.   
 
The ones we selected are: 
Patagonia, Argentina 
Mexico City, Mexico 
Pamplona, Spain 
Puerto Limon, Costa Rica 
Cartagena, Columbia 
San Pedro, Paraguay 
 
The teachers may want to “skip” the Spanish portion of the project and work only with the 
English teacher.   
 
We included a lot of assignments, but the teacher has the flexibility to select the ones that make 
the most sense to their course objectives and goals.  
 
 



  
 


