
Integrated Project-based Learning: Combining PTE Standards and Academic 
Standards 

Use this template for planning and sharing ideas for projects. This template is based on the 6 A’s: 

Authenticity* Academic Rigor* Applied Learning* Active Exploration* Adult Connections* Assessment 

Project 

Title of Project A Family Vacation/Vacacion La Familia  

Project Developed by Anne LoPiccalo, Bob Devine, Chris Shuler, Jeb Harrison, Jill 
Pixton, Mark Pixton 

E-mail Address lopiccan@sd25.us  devinebo@sd25.us schulerch@sd25.us 
harrisje@sd25.us  pixtonji@sd25.us  pixtonma@sd25.us 

School Ed Center, Century High School, Pocatello High School 

Pathway / Small Learning 
Community/Academy 

All PTE Business Pathways 

Course Title(s) PTE Economics, Social Studies Economics, Spanish & 
English 

Time Frame 9-10 days  but can be modified 

 

Authenticity 

Briefly describe your project. Include the key question and provide an overview of what students do and learn. 
Tell why the question is meaningful to the students and where one might see a similar question tackled by an 
adult in the workplace. 

Key Question How do you prepare for a trip to a foreign country?   

 

Overview 

The goals of this project are to introduce students to our global economic 
issues, have students learn basics of the Spanish language, and the cultural 
diversity in a Hispanic/Latino country.  Students will reinforce team skills.  
Students will analyze the political, social, and economics structures in their 
assigned country.  Students will trace how each country’s natural resources 
and technological advances have shaped the country and the culture.  
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Vocabulary/Key Terms 

List vocabulary words and key terms essential to student understanding. 

       

 

Travel insurance                      Pasaportes           Dinero 

Bartering                                  Licencias              Culturas 

Exchange Rates                        Restaurantes        Federales 

Imports & Exports                   Banos                    Informacion sobre el pais 

GDP                                           

Factors of Production              Comidas               Hoteles 

Opportunity costs                    Temperatura        Diversiones Culturales 

Playas                                        Montanas             Productos Agricultores 

Permiso para manejar el carro 

 

 



Active Exploration * Applied Learning * Adult Connections 

What classroom-based, community-based, and career-based activities does the project involve? Include a 
description of the active exploration, applied learning, and adult connections in the project (as needed). 
Active Exploration How does the project engage students in real investigations using a variety of methods, 
media and sources?  What field-based work will students perform?  How does student learning and service 
support active career exploration? Sample: The students have been studying Economics.  The purpose of 
the research for this project is to expose students to various economic systems and global economic issues.   
Using the internet, travel books, discussions with family members, the students will learn the factors of 
production that are distributed among geographic regions and how this influences economic growth. They 
will also compare and contrast the characteristics of different economic systems and economic philosophies 

Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem  
(e.g. designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)? Sample: Lecture on 
time zones, currency, exchange rates, passports, travel warnings and customs, cultural awareness, 
Spanish language acquisition, and this information will be used in the foundation of their project.   

Adult Connections Who from the community, workplace, post-secondary and/or industry partnership works 
with students on the project? Sample: Presentations by a travel agent and a banker. 

Classroom Activities  Community Activities Career Activities 

Day 1 Teacher will introduce project youtube 
video:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xH1VzofRw
g  and discuss with class and disseminate all of 
the components and rules of the “vacation.”  

Teacher will identify groups and roles.  Group 
leaders will draw for assigned country. 

Students will do 30 minutes of research on the 
Web to determine if they will need more money 
than the $10,000 allotment.  Need rationale.  

Day 2 Spanish teacher will identify the settings, 
address cultural awareness, and  introduce a half 
dozen travel-related words per setting and 20 
general use survival phrases including bartering 
terms for the Economics students.   

Day 3 Spanish teacher continues lessons.  

Day 4 English teacher discusses postcards and 
journals.  Students do research on the 10 project 
aspects.  

Day 5 Spanish Teacher continues lessons for half 
period, students continue project research and 
group work. 

Day 6  Spanish Teacher continues lessons for half 
period, students continue project research and 
group work.                                     

Day 7-8 Students refine and complete 
presentations  

Day 9-10 Group Presentations 

Day 1 Students will 
interview family members 
and friends for travel and 
cost advice. 

30 minute presentation by 
a local travel agent on tips, 
deals and issues done via 
video conferencing.   

 

Day 2 Restaurant, hotel, 
market, monuments, bus 
& train stations, police 
station etiquette.   

Day 3  Adam Valasquez 
talks to Economics and 
Spanish students about 
currencies, exchange rates 
via video conferencing.  

Short TSA clip. Teachers 
will be available for 
facilitation of the projects 
throughout the week.  

 

 

Students will make 
a”bucket list” of all of the 
careers that they come 
across in their research 
that look interesting to 
them.  
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Academic/PTE Rigor 

Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards and PTE industry standards addressed by the 
project. (A list of the content standards is available at http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp.  
This page, which includes selected high school level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of 
standards you are addressing. You may then copy and paste the list into this template.) 

7-12.WL1.1.2.2  Express preferences, desires, opinions, and feelings. 
7-12.WL1.1.2.3  Use appropriate level of politeness in simulated social exchanges. 
7-12.WL3.1.3.2  Identify the key elements or main idea of authentic information texts. 
7-12.WL2.1.3.3  Scan authentic sources to gain specific information through visual clues and                  
                             cognates. 
9.LA.3.5.3           Use appropriate technology to produce a final draft. 
9.LA.4.1.1           Write reflective autobiographical narratives or short stories that explore the                  
                            significance of personal experiences and communicate the significance of events.  
9-12.E.2.4.1        Explain how the factors of production are distributed among 
                             geographic regions and how this influences economic growth. 
9-12.E.3.2.1 Compare and contrast the characteristics of different economic systems and 
                             economic philosophies. (510.01f) 
9-12.E.3.3.3 Identify the role of the financial markets and institutions. (513.01c) 
9-12.E.3.4.1 Examine and apply the elements of responsible personal fiscal management, such as 

budgets, interest, investment, savings, credit, and debt. 514.01a) 
9-12.E.5.1.2 Analyze global economic interdependence and competition. 
 
School to Career Competencies Please check (x) the competencies addressed by the project 

[x ] Communicate and understand ideas and information  
[x ] Collect, analyze and organize information 
[x ] Identify and solve problems 
[x ] Use technology 
[x ] Initiate and complete entire activities 
[   ] Act professionally 
[x ] Interact with others 
[   ] Understand all aspects of an industry 
[   ] Take responsibility for career and life choices 

Student Goal(s) Once the project begins, ask students to generate one or two personal goals. 

Have an enjoyable virtual trip within the parameters of their budget, time and the assignment.    Learn as much as 
they can about a Spanish-speaking country and its economic systems.  Learn about foreign career opportunities.  
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Assessment 

How do you and the students know the project is a success? What are your criteria for measuring students' 
achievement of the disciplinary knowledge and applied learning goals of the project? What evidence do they use 
to demonstrate their progress? What deliverables do they need to complete prior to the final exhibition? How 
will students self-assess? 

See attached rubrics.  A score of 70% or better demonstrates competency.  Also:  parents and community 
members start wanting to volunteer to share their expertise, student numbers increase….. 

 

Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

Software or Materials Needed 
(Examples) 

spanishtranslator.com                                                           
Examples of a postcard                                                          
Copies of the assignment                                                      
Computer lab                                                            
Teleconferencing equipment 

Teacher-Developed Materials 
(Examples of materials that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

The instructions (criteria is attached)  

Student-Developed Materials 
(Examples of products that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

 

Assignments and Presentation 

Websites Used 
(Examples) 

US Dept of Consular Affairs  
http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/NaturalHazards                      
                    Virtual Tourist Pre-Home Page 

Nerd World/Travel Category 
Nerd World/Travel Europe 
Lonely Planet 
How Far is it?   
World Health Organization Home Page 
U.S. Dept. Of State, Travel Warnings 
United States Information Service 
Railroad Timetables on the Internet 
Foreign Languages for Travelers 
Expedia Global Travel Service 
Travel Health Online 
Travelocity Home Page 
Xtranormal.com 

Final Words 
(In a sentence or two, highlight your project’s 
overall value.) 

Students will gain a greater understanding of being a 
visitor in a foreign country, understand the challenges of 
foreign travel, and have a deeper understanding of the 
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Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

economic and cultural aspects of the country.  

Teacher Tips/Extensions  
(Use the first person to share a useful idea that 
helps with implementation and ensures success. 
Make it chatty, informal.) 

We think this could also be used in a Global Perspectives 
course or extended into a senior project.  This project is 
really an exercise in multi-tasking.  Students say they are 
good at this – here’s a chance to prove it.  

Extensions 
(List any ideas for students who may want to 
go deeper into the learning standards.) 

 

The crisis assignments.   

They could determine the challenges of traveling with a 
handicapped person in a wheel chair, with a serious 
medical issue—on dialysis, or a restrictive dietary issue – 
celiac disease. 

 
 

 

 

Timeline 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to develop and demonstrate the PTE 
standards and the Academic standards?   

• In Economics, this assignment should come towards the end of the course.  New state Economics 
standards will be posted on the State webpage in the fall of 2011.   

 

 

 



THE FAMILY VACATION/VACACION LA FAMILIA INSTRUCTIONS 
This project will be completed by Economics students and Spanish students.  The English 

teacher will visit these classes as needed. 
 
Objective: This final project is designed to use what you have learned in Economics.  You will 
also learn a great deal about places you have never been before.  You will also demonstrate 
and build on research and computer skills, including the use of the Internet. You will be 
working with a team of people. 
 
Student Directions: This is a group project. 4 people will be selected by the instructor. Your 
goal is to plan a one week (seven day) vacation for your Agroup or family.@ 
 
The First Decisions: 
1)  Determine the roles of each person in the group. (see below) 
2)  Each group will receive $10,000.  If the group needs more money, they will need to submit a 

rationale to the instructor 
3)  You will be assigned a destination by the instructor. 
3)  Your group of four (or more) must then decide on 

A) The Name of your family 
B) A packing list 
C) Items you will need to leave the country 
 

Assignments 
During the Trip:  1. Define what type of economy is in this country – would it allow you     

the opportunity to go into business or expand your business? 
   2. You must visit two or more major land forms and describe them and    

 take pictures!  Why are they significant? 
3. Visit one or more cities with a population of over 100,000 
How do citizens make money in this country? 
Define one or more cultural aspects:  religion, art, music, dance,   

    traditions 
4. One or more tourist attractions – what kinds of activities does your  

    family want to do for fun? 
5.  Each family member will need to write two postcards – must   

         include where they are and two experiences that they had. 
6.  Each family member will need to keep a travel journal 
7.  Each group will need a list of food items eaten in one day in English  

         and Spanish 
8.  Each family member has to share (in Spanish) a description of one  

        photograph (school appropriate!) and the memory that it   
        represents. 

 
 

 



The Travel Plan: Plan to depart and arrive from the airport of your choice. 
You will have to make some decisions about what you want to do while you are there and what 
type of transportation you will use while you are there.   This will require research.  When you 
collected all of the information about your destination, you will need to organize it. 
 
You will also need to determine what kinds of things you and your family will need before they 
leave the country and what types of clothing and items each of you intends to pack. (Need a 
picture and a list of items.) You may want to check the U.S. Department of State, Consular 
Affairs for any travel warnings to the country you are going to. 
Using a power point, Wordle, Prezi, or other presentation program, arrange your facts, figures 
and photos under headings that reflect the material: Country Overview, Economy, Culture, 
Map, Geography of the country, Climate, Population specifics and Special Attractions. We 
would also need to see one days worth of food that your family ate in Spanish and English. 
 
The Presentations: Each group will have 12-15 minutes to talk about their vacation.  Each 
member of the group must present information. You are encouraged to use Microsoft Power 
Point or Corel Presentations, but may use other alternatives.  Each presentation must include: 
 

1)  Navigator:  Will be responsible for all of the maps and indicating the distances  
  covered each day. 

2)  Money Manager: the budget starting with passport (and the process to get them), 
costs to prepare for the trip, airfare, hotels, food, car rentals, spending money 
as well as the total costs for each individual. 

3)  Time Manager: the Itinerary - a step by step account of your trip from the moment 
you wake in the morning until you sleep at night. 

4)  Category Manager: A visual presentation identifying what you explored while on 
your trip. 

 
 

5) Grading: Each family member will: 
1) rate their own job performance within the group 
2) rate each group member=s job performance within the group 
3) The Economics or Spanish instructors will also rate the presentation 

and those scores will be added together. 
4) The English instructor will grade the two postcards, the travel journal  

   and the quality of the research. 
The total points will be placed in English, Spanish and Economics. 

 
Up to 50 Extra credit points can be earned for including a travel crisis and how your family 
dealt with it. (Hurricane, car accident, injury, theft, etc.) 
 
 
 
 



The Job Assignments: 
 

Navigator: This person is responsible for the computer work.  Getting the maps, 
researching and getting the group from point A to point B. They will have to research many 
options and then report the information to their group for decisions. The group may change 
their minds, and the navigator will have to adapt to the changes. This person has the biggest 
job because they start the whole project and they finish it. 
 

$ Manager: This person is responsible for the group=s budget.  This person will work 
out the budget for items needed before you leave, airfare, motels, camping, rental car, gas, 
food and the cost of attractions. Just about everywhere you go, it costs money to get in --  even 
National Parks.  Don=t forget, that you may want to eat and drink at those attractions. It costs 
$3.00 for a can of Coke at Disneyland.  You will also need to determine the total cost of the trip 
and the cost per person.  Don=t forget souvenirs – and we want to see pictures! 
 

Time Manager: This person is responsible for making sure the group has enough travel 
time between destinations. They must be aware of the time differences in the country they are 
traveling. The Time Manager will need to calculate the amount of time needed to travel via air, 
via car, via ship, etc.  Plan a 20 minute rest period every 200 miles.  A maximum of 600 miles 
can be driven safely in one day.  Plan on sleeping for a minimum of 7 hours.  Plan on at lease 
two meals a day/with one hour for each meal. 
 
 Family Trip Manager: This person is responsible for making sure that their family’s 
vacation completes ALL of the assignments.  This is the biggest job and this person will be the 
leader of the family. They are responsible for making sure that the other members gather the 
pictures and descriptions of the activities that the group participated in. You will also be 
responsible for explaining WHY each of you decided to visit each item, how the decision was 
arrived at, and what you Adid@ at each site.  You will want to do this as a daily journal. 
 

Travel Accommodations: Every family will determine how and where they will fly out of 
and the major airport in the area you are traveling to.  Each group will rent a car (or a van, or a 
plane, or a boat) for traveling around that area for the five days. Groups will then fly home on 
Saturday.  (Include the costs of the airline ticket and the rental car/plane/boat and fuel in your 
budget.) 
 

Budget: You can spend as much as you would like, where ever you would like to.  But 
you may not exceed your assigned total trip budget number. Please show a total for the total 
cost of your trip and include each individual=s cost of the trip.  Don=t forget to figure in 
souvenirs. 
 
 

 
 
 



  
The Family Vacation/Vacacion La Familia Group Evaluations: 
 
Group Name _____________________________   Period ________________ 
Student _________________________________   Date  ________________ 
Members _________________________________________________________ 

 
Indicate the position, and then using the following criteria, rate the other members of your 
group 
 
Group member ___________________    Job _______________________________ 
 

Showed up, didn=t do any of their jobs  1-2 
Did some of their work   3-4 
Did the work but had errors   5-6 
Did the work with few errors   7-8 
Did the work with no errors             9-10    Score ________ 

 
Group member ____________________ Job _______________________________ 
 

Show up, didn=t do any of their jobs 1-2 
Did some of their work  2-4 
Did the work but had errors  3-6 
Did the work with few errors  7-8 
Did the work with no errors  9-10        Score _________ 

 
Group member ____________________ Job  ________________________________ 

 
Show up, didn=t do any of their jobs  1-2 
Did some of their work   3-4 
Did the work but had errors   5-6 
Did the work with few errors   7-8 
Did the work with no errors   9-10       Score ___________ 

 
Is there anything your instructor/s need to know? 
 
 
 
 



Teacher Evaluation     Group ___________________ 
Hour _____________________ 
 
Evaluation of the Road Trip Group Presentation: 
 

Lowest -----to ---------Highest 
 
Each member=s individual performance 1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 
 
Maps and Explanation   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 
 
Budget and Explanation   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 
 
Itinerary and Explanation   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 
 
Information/Photos             1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 
 
Visual Presentation    1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 
 
Quality of Research    1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 
 
 

Total Group Score:_____________________ 



Teacher Evaluation     Group ___________________ 
Hour _____________________ 
 
Evaluation of the Road Trip Group Presentation: 
 
 
Group # 1 Name/Members __________________________________ 

Presentation Score ________________ 
 
Group # 2 Name/Members __________________________________ 

Presentation Score ________________ 
 
Group # 3 Name/Members __________________________________ 

Presentation Score ________________ 
 
Group # 4 Name/Members __________________________________ 

Presentation Score ________________ 
 
Group # 5 Name/Members __________________________________ 

Presentation Score ________________ 
 
Group # 6 Name/Members __________________________________ 

Presentation Score ________________ 
 



Final Project Evaluation Form Group _____________________________________ 
 
Navigator: 
 
Role in presentation  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Knowledge of material  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Area of expertise   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Use of visuals   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Quality of Research  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
 
   Total Navigator Points                             _____________ 
   Student Evaluations   _________________________ 
   Total Score    _________________________ 
 
 
Money Manager 
 
Role in presentation  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Knowledge of material  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Area of expertise   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Use of visuals   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Quality of Research  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
 
   Total Money ManagerPoints                           _____________ 
   Student Evaluations   ________________________ 
   Total Score    ________________________ 
 
Time Manager 
 
Role in presentation  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Knowledge of material  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Area of expertise   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Use of visuals   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Quality of Research  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
 
   Total Time Manager Points                           _____________ 
   Student Evaluations   ________________________ 
   Total Score    ________________________ 
 
Category Manager 
 
Role in presentation  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Knowledge of material  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Area of expertise   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Use of visuals   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
Quality of Research  1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 
 
   Total Category Manager Points  _______________________ 
   Student Evaluations   _______________________ 
   Total Score    _______________________ 
    
 
 


	Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem (e.g. designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)? Sample: Lecture on time zones, currency, exchange rates, passports, travel warnings and customs, cultural awareness, Spanish language acquisition, and this information will be used in the foundation of their project.  

