
 

Integrated Project-based Learning: Combining PTE Standards  
and Academic Standards 

Use this template for planning and sharing ideas for projects. This template is based on the 6 A’s: 

Authenticity* Academic Rigor* Applied Learning* Active Exploration* Adult Connections* Assessment 

Project 

Title of Project Evaluating Websites 

Project Developed by Randy Reddington – Donna Cameron 

E-mail Address redd@minidokaschools.org; dcameron@minidokaschools.org 

School ARTEC Charter School – Minico Campus 

Pathway / Small Learning 
Community/Academy 

Information Technology and Social Studies 

Course Title(s) Web Page Design and Government 

Time Frame 5 Days 

 

Authenticity 

Briefly describe your project. Include the key question and provide an overview of what students do and learn. 
Tell why the question is meaningful to the students and where one might see a similar question tackled by an 
adult in the workplace. 

Key Question Students will learn tips and techniques to evaluate the validity, reliability and ethics of 
websites.  They will present their evaluations to the class in a multimedia format.   
 

 

Overview 

 
Students discuss emerging technology resources (e.g., podcasting, webcasting, 
compressed video delivery, online file sharing, graphing calculators, global 
positioning software). 
 
Students identify the capabilities and limitations of emerging communication 
resources. 
 
Students formulate and use evaluation criteria (authority, accuracy, relevancy, 
timeliness) for information located on the internet to present research findings. 
 
Students determine if online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, relevant, and 
comprehensive. 
 
Students evaluate resources for stereotyping, prejudice, and misrepresentation. 
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Vocabulary/Key Terms 

List vocabulary words and key terms essential to student understanding. 

       

 

Reliability 
 
validity  
 
evaluation 
 
plagiarism 
 
copyright 
 
 

Active Exploration * Applied Learning * Adult Connections 

What classroom-based, community-based, and career-based activities does the project involve? Include a 
description of the active exploration, applied learning, and adult connections in the project (as needed). 
Active Exploration How does the project engage students in real investigations using a variety of methods, 
media and sources? Internet research using the computer What field-based work will students perform?  
How does student learning and service support active career exploration?  Understand the basic workings 
of the internet and how to choose reliable information 
 

Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem (e.g. 
designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)?  

What is plagiarism of text (printed and electronic? 
What are the copyright laws for print and electronic materials? 
Plagiarism and copyright, what are the consequences for abuse in the business world? 
What is fair use? 
What is academic honesty and why is it important in high school and college classes? 
What are consequences for lack of academic honesty in high schools? 
What are consequences for lack of academic honesty in colleges? 

Adult Connections Who from the community, workplace,  postsecondary and/or industry partnership works 
with students on the project?  

Classroom Activities  Community Activities Career Activities 

 

Computer Research 

Writing Skills 

Reading Skills 

Public Speaking Skills 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

Academic/PTE Rigor 

Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards and PTE industry standards addressed by the 
project. (A list of the content standards is available at http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp.  
This page, which includes selected high school level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of 
standards you are addressing. You may then copy and paste the list into this template.) 

Communicate in speech, writing and multimedia using content, form, voice, and style appropriate to the 
audience and purpose. 
 
Develop critical reading, listening and viewing strategies 
 
Use a variety of reading, listening, and viewing strategies to construct meaning beyond the literal level 
 
 

School to Career Competencies Please check (x) the competencies addressed by the project 

[X] Communicate and understand ideas and information  
[X] Collect, analyze and organize information 
[X] Identify and solve problems 
[X] Use technology 
[X] Initiate and complete entire activities 
[X] Act professionally 
[X] Interact with others 
[X ] Understand all aspects of an industry 
[X] Take responsibility for career and life choices 

Student Goal(s) Once the project begins, ask students to generate one or two personal goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

How do you and the students know the project is a success? What are your criteria for measuring students' 
achievement of the disciplinary knowledge and applied learning goals of the project? What evidence do they use 
to demonstrate their progress? What deliverables do they need to complete prior to the final exhibition? How 
will students self-assess? 

 
 

• Pre-Assessment: Discussions 
o Scoring Criteria: Teacher Observation 

• Post-Assessment: Student Presentations 
o Scoring Criteria: Use the following rubric 
o  
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Content Conventions Organization Presentation 

4 

 Is well thought 
out and supports 
the solution to the 
challenge or 
question 

 Reflects 
appropriate 
audience. 

 Has clear goal 
that is related to 
the topic 

 Is pulled from a 
variety of sources 

 Is accurate 

 No spelling, 
grammatical, or 
punctuation 
errors 

 High-level use of 
vocabulary and 
word choice 

 Information is 
clearly focused 
in an organized 
and thoughtful 
manner. 

 Information is 
constructed in a 
logical pattern 
and in sequence. 

 Format 
enhances the 
content. 

 Prepared report 
captures 
audience 
attention. 

 Prepared report 
is organized and 
well laid out. 

3 

 Is well thought 
out and supports 
the solution 

 Some critical 
thinking is 
apparent 

 Has clear goal 
that is related to 
the topic 

 Is pulled from 
several sources 

 Is accurate 

 Few (1 to 3) 
spelling, 
grammatical, or 
punctuation 
errors 

 Good use of 
vocabulary and 
word choice 

 

 Information is in 
sequence and 
constructed 
logically. 

 Format is 
appropriate for 
the content. 

 Prepared report 
captures 
audience 
attention. 

 Prepared report 
is well 
organized. 

2 

 Supports the 
solution 

 Has no clear goal 

 Is pulled from a 
limited number of 
sources 

 Has some factual 
errors or 
inconsistencies 

 Minimal (3 to 5) 
spelling, 
grammatical, or 
punctuation 
errors 

 Low-level use of 
vocabulary and 
word choice 

 Project has a focus 
but might stray 
from it at times. 

 Information 
appears to have a 
pattern, but the 
pattern is not 
consistently carried 
out in the project. 

 Information loosely 
supports the 
solution. 

 Format does not 
suit the content. 

 Prepared report 
does not capture 
audience 
attention. 

 Prepared report 
is loosely 
organized. 

1 

 Provides 
inconsistent 
information for 
solution 

 Has no apparent 
application of critical 
thinking 

 Has no clear goal 

 Has significant 
factual errors, 
misconceptions, or 
mis-interpretations 

 More than 5 
spelling, 
grammatical, or 
punctuation 
errors 

 Poor use of 
vocabulary and 
word choice 

 Content is 
unfocused and 
haphazard. 

 Information does 
not support the 
solution to the 
challenge or 
question. 

 Information has 
no apparent 
pattern. 

 Prepared report 
appears sloppy 
and/or 
unfinished. 

 Prepared report 
is handwritten 

 Format does not 
enhance 
content. 

 Prepared report 
has no clear 
organization. 



 

 

Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

Software or Materials Needed 
(Examples) 

Computer system with internet connection 

Teacher-Developed Materials 
(Examples of materials that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

Student evaluation worksheet. (See following) 

 

Student-Developed Materials 
(Examples of products that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

 

 

Websites Used 
(Examples) 

Lists of bogus websites: 
http://www.proscenia.net/pronews/discussion/110203_fak
ewebsites.html 
 
http://www.det.wa.edu.au/education/cmis/eval/curriculum
/ict/webeval/eval12.htm 
 
http://www.shambles.net/pages/staff/bogusweb/ 
 
http://www.museumofhoaxes.com/hoaxsites.html 
 

Final Words 
(In a sentence or two, highlight your project’s 
overall value.) 

Students will develop the skill needed to determine if 
online sources are authoritative, valid, reliable, 
relevant, and comprehensive. 
 

Teacher Tips/Extensions  
(Use the first person to share a useful idea that 
helps with implementation and ensures success. 
Make it chatty, informal.) 

Student presentations can be in any format 
appropriate for class, grade, or technology level.  If 
the students are already familiar with a variety of 
media then giving them choices would be ideal.  
However, if the teacher is not comfortable with the 
variety of technology used, choosing PowerPoint may 
be easier to coordinate.   
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Name:__________________________        Date: ___________________ 
 

 CRITICAL EVALUATION OF A WEB SITE  
SECONDARY SCHOOL LEVEL 

©1996-2006. Kathleen Schrock (kathy@kathyschrock.net) 
Kathy Schrock's Guide for Educators 

http://discoveryschool.com/schrockguide/ 
 

 
 What is the URL of the Web page you are evaluating? 
  
http:// ______________________________________________________________________________  
 
4. What is the name of the site? _________________________________________________________  
 

Part 1: Technical and visual aspects of the page 
As you look at the questions below, put an X in the yes or no column for each. 

YES NO 

Does the page take a long time to load?   
Do any pictures or photographs on the page add to the information?   
Is the spelling correct on the page?   
Are there headings and subheadings on the page? 

• If so, are they helpful? 
  
  

Is the page signed by the author?   
Is the author's e-mail address included?   
Is there a date on the page that tells you when it was last updated? 

• If so, is it current? 
  
  

Is the format standard and readable with your browser?   
Is there an image map (large clickable graphic with hyperlinks) on the page?   
Is there a table (columns of text) on the page? (Check the source code to be sure.) 

• If so, is the table readable with your browser? 
  
  

If you have graphics turned off, is there a text alternate to the images?   
On supporting pages, is there a link back to the home page?   
Are the links clearly visible and annotated or explanatory?   
Are there photographs or sound files on the page? 
• If so, can you be sure that a picture or sound has not been edited? 
• If you're not sure, should you accept the information as valid for your purpose? 

  
  
  

 
Summary of Part One 
Using the data you have collected above, write a short statement explaining why you would or wouldn't 
recommend this site to a friend for use with a project. 
 
 
 
  



 

 
Part 2: Content 
As you look at the questions below, put an X in the yes or no column for each. 

YES NO 

Is the title of the page indicative of the content?   
Is the purpose of the page indicated on the home page?   
When was the document created?    
If there is no date, is the information current?   
Does up-to-date information matter for your purpose?   
Is the information useful for your purpose?   
Would it have been easier to get the information somewhere else?   
Would information somewhere else have been different? 

• Why or why not?  
 
 

  

Did the information lead you to other sources, both print and Web, that were useful?   
Is a bibliography of print sources included?   
Does the information appear biased? (One-sided, critical of opposing views, etc.)   
Does the information contradict something you found somewhere else?   
Do most of the pictures supplement the content of the page?   
 
Part 3: Authority 
As you look at the questions below, put an X in the yes or no column for each. 

YES NO 

Who created the page? 
 
What organization is the person affiliated with? 
 
 
Conduct a link:  command in a search engine to see who links to this page.  
Can you tell if other experts in the field think this is a reputable page?  

  

Does the domain of the page (k12, edu, com, org,  gov) influence your evaluation?   
Are you positive the information is valid and authoritative? 

• What can you do to validate the information? 
 
 

  

Are you satisfied the information useful for your purpose? 
• If not, what can you do next? 

      
 

  

If you do a search in the newsgroups on the creator of the page, do you find additional 
information that shows the Web page author is an expert in the field? 

  

 
Narrative Evaluation 
Looking at all of the data you have collected above while evaluating the site, explain why or why not this site is (or is 
not) valid for your purpose. Include the aspects of technical content, authenticity, authority, bias, and subject content. 
 
 



 

 

Extensions 
(List any ideas for students who may want to 
go deeper into the learning standards.) 

 

 

Identify cultural and societal issues relating to technology. 
 
Discuss possible consequences and costs of unethical uses 
of information and computer technology. 
 
Demonstrate the ethical use of technology as a digital 
citizen and a lifelong learner. 
 
Adhere to air use and copyright guidelines.  
 
 

 

 

 

Timeline 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to develop and demonstrate the PTE 
standards and the Academic standards?   

Day 1  
Generate discussion of places we find information.  Examples: Library, encyclopedias, teachers, friends, 
family, television, radio, and of course, the internet.   
 
Discuss ways in which we can validate the information.  How do we know it is true?  Reliable?   
Review ABC’s of Evaluating Websites handout. 
 
Pass out Website Evaluation worksheet. 
 
Give a general overview of the assignment: 
“Before we begin our research assignment, we are going to spend a couple days evaluating websites in 
order to determine their validity and reliability.  I have given you a list of three websites to evaluate.  
You need to choose two additional websites to evaluate.  Use the evaluation worksheet as your guide.  
You will work in pairs.  After you have completed your evaluations, you will present your findings to 
the class.  You may either choose to present through a PowerPoint demonstration, or create a 
podcast/newscast reporting your findings.” 
 
Day 2 
Divide students into groups of two, have students begin to evaluate the websites. 
 
Teacher should work with groups, circulating the room. 
 
When evaluations are complete, have groups begin to work on presentation. 
As students begin to evaluate and synthesize the information they gained from the evaluation, they will 
begin to recognize the bogus websites.  Many, however, will complete all of the evaluation and 
presentation criteria and still not recognize the bogus sites.   
 
Day 3 
Students will complete presentations 
 
 
Day 4 
Presentations of completed projects  



 

Timeline 
 
Day 5 
Present remainder of projects 
 
Discussion of the sites should follow once presentations are complete.   
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