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Integrated Project-based Learning: Combining PTE Standards and Academic 
Standards 

Use this template for planning and sharing ideas for projects. This template is based on the 6 A’s: 

Authenticity* Academic Rigor* Applied Learning* Active Exploration* Adult Connections* Assessment 

Project 
Title of Project Why Kimberly? 
Project Developed by Becky Bratt; Mike Huttanus; TJ Sorensen 

E-mail Address bbratt@kimberly.edu, 
dazy5@hotmail.com;mhuttanus@kimberly.edui;tsorsensen
@kimberly.edu 

School Kimberly High School 

Pathway / Small Learning 
Community/Academy 

Kimberly Information Technology Academy, Language Arts 

Course Title(s) English 9, Introduction to Technology 

Time Frame 2nd semester of the 2011-2012 school year. (After TJ and 
Mike’s students have completed their videos. We should be 
starting it toward the beginning of January.) 

 

Authenticity 
Briefly describe your project. Include the key question and provide an overview of what students do and learn. 
Tell why the question is meaningful to the students and where one might see a similar question tackled by an 
adult in the workplace. 
Key Question Why did your family come to Kimberly? 

 

Overview 

Using interviews of family members and internet research, students will discover, 
analyze, and interpret information they learn in order to discover relevant information 
as to why and when their family migrated to Kimberly, Idaho. 

   

Vocabulary/Key Terms 
List vocabulary words and key terms essential to student understanding. 
       

 

History, migration, timeline, sequence, purpose, personal, reflection, relevant, audience, 
medium, mode 
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Active Exploration * Applied Learning * Adult Connections 
What classroom-based, community-based, and career-based activities does the project involve? Include a 
description of the active exploration, applied learning, and adult connections in the project (as needed). 
Active Exploration How does the project engage students in real investigations using a variety of methods, 
media and sources?  What field-based work will students perform?  How does student learning and service 
support active career exploration? 

Students will use their family background as reasoning to explain how and why their family is in 
Kimberly. They will use interview and internet research to find information. Students will use research as 
the fulcrum for this project and they will be able to use research skills in many future career fields. They 
will be able to evaluate different styles of research to see what style(s) best fits their needs and strengths. 

Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem  
(e.g. designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)?  

Students will be better equipped to explain the “how” and “why” of their family’s migration. They will 
also be better equipped to research other topics for future projects at school or work. It is authentic by 
design due to the personal nature of the assignment.  

Adult Connections Who from the community, workplace, postsecondary and/or industry partnership works with 
students on the project?  

Students will talk to their family members to get information. If they choose to do one or more of the 
extension activities, they will talk to community members and use genealogy-focused websites to find more 
information. 

 
Classroom Activities  Community Activities Career Activities 
Research via interviews and 
internet. 

Pick a medium 

Write a draft 

Peer Edit 

Create a final draft to add to 
their Identity Book 

Talking to parents and other 
relatives- formal interviews. 

Formal interviews with senior 
citizens. 

 

Creating a narrative, children’s 
story, poem, video, timeline, etc. 

Research a topic 

Formal Interviews- soft skills 

 

 
 

 

Academic/PTE Rigor 
Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards and PTE industry standards addressed by the 
project. (A list of the content standards is available at http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp.  
This page, which includes selected high school level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of 
standards you are addressing. You may then copy and paste the list into this template.) 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp�
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Academic/PTE Rigor 
9.LA.2.1.1 Synthesize the content from several sources on a single issue; paraphrase ideas to demonstrate 
comprehension. (752.05.d; 752.05.e; 752.05.f)  
9.LA.2.1.3 Clarify an understanding of text by creating outlines, notes, annotations, charts, and/or diagrams.  
9.LA.2.2.2 Define the purpose and audience of a variety of communication formats (e.g., essays, letters, user 
manuals, lab reports, websites).  
9.LA.3.1.3 Apply organizational strategies to plan writing. (753.01.a)  
9.LA.3.1.5 Produce a piece of writing within a set period of time. 
9.LA.3.2.1 Use the ideas generated and organized through prewriting to write a draft. (753.01.a)  
9.LA.3.2.2 Sequence ideas in a cohesive, meaningful order. (753.02.b)  
9.LA.3.3.2 Add relevant details and delete irrelevant or redundant information. (753.02.b)  
9.LA.3.5.3 Use appropriate technology to produce a final draft.  
9.LA.4.1.1 Write reflective autobiographical narratives or short stories that explore the significance of personal 
experiences and communicate the significance of events. (753.04.c)  
9.LA.5.3.2 Edit for agreement, word usage, and fluency. (753.02.b)  
 
School to Career Competencies Please check (x) the competencies addressed by the project 
[ x ] Communicate and understand ideas and information  
[ x ] Collect, analyze and organize information 
[ x ] Identify and solve problems 
[ x ] Use technology 
[ x ] Initiate and complete entire activities 
[ x ] Act professionally 
[ x ] Interact with others 
[    ] Understand all aspects of an industry 
[ x ] Take responsibility for career and life choices 

Student Goal(s) Once the project begins, ask students to generate one or two personal goals. 
-To investigate family history 
-Feel confident in research skills via interview and producing a product 
Assessment 
How do you and the students know the project is a success? What are your criteria for measuring students' 
achievement of the disciplinary knowledge and applied learning goals of the project? What evidence do they use 
to demonstrate their progress? What deliverables do they need to complete prior to the final exhibition? How 
will students self-assess? 
Students will produce a personalized product to portray the reasons why their family came to Kimberly 
and I hope they make decisions about how they feel about their family’s migration to Kimberly.  

The teacher will evaluate with a rubric specific to the project.  
Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

Software or Materials Needed 
(Examples) 

Computer, Printer, PowerPoint, Word, other various 
software/programs depending on the mode the students 
choose. 

Teacher-Developed Materials 
(Examples of materials that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

Search Story- How I Got Here 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=le6_1I81Blo 

Prezi- Why Kimberly?  
http://prezi.com/hmbdhc1byddz/why-kimberly/ 

Children’s story- Once Upon a Time (attached) 
Student-Developed Materials 
(Examples of products that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

 

Past student samples (I’m not sure if the previous teacher 
kept any) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=le6_1I81Blo�
http://prezi.com/hmbdhc1byddz/why-kimberly/�
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Academic/PTE Rigor 
Websites Used 
(Examples) 

http://dohistory.org/on_your_own/toolkit/oralHistory.html 

http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timelines/  

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/time
line/  

http://www.youtube.com/user/SearchStories 

http://prezi.com/index/ 
Final Words 
(In a sentence or two, highlight your project’s 
overall value.) 

This project will help my students associate their family 
with the community of Kimberly.  

Teacher Tips/Extensions  
(Use the first person to share a useful idea that 
helps with implementation and ensures success. 
Make it chatty, informal.) 

Make sure you have explored the possible modes of 
representation/presentation for these projects. Explore, 
experiment and “play” with Prezi, Search Stories, various 
timeline builders, video editors, etc so that you can help 
students when they get overwhelmed with the medium. 

Extensions 
(List any ideas for students who may want to 
go deeper into the learning standards.) 

 

-Students can create a family tree of the when and where 
their relatives were for generations before Kimberly.  
-Students can do research to figure out when, where, why a 
group came to Kimberly.  

 

 

Timeline 
What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to develop and demonstrate the PTE 
standards and the Academic standards?   

• Students will watch the videos produced by TJ Sorensen’s US History class and Mike Huttanus’s 
Digital Media classes about the history of Stricker Ranch. 

• Tech students will present to my students about their insights/discoveries during filming. They will also 
discuss the personal impact of the research and filming.  

• Students will reflect, via discussion and journaling, about “why” people migrated to Kimberly. 
• Students will share out ideas.  
• Students will journal about what they think brought their family to Kimberly. 
• We will talk about research tools that would help them find this type of information. 
• Students will then plan how they will research their family’s migration to Kimberly. 
• Students will conduct interviews and use internet research to discover the “whys” of their family’s 

migration. 
• We will discuss key ideas of relevance, purpose, intended audience, and show student samples. 
• Students will use the information to create a personalized project to share their family’s migration 

history. 
• Students will peer edit each other’s projects in order to provide a scope for revision. 
• Students will publish their personalized “Why Kimberly?” project in their Identity Book that we will 

add to all of the 2nd semester of the school year. 

(Adapted from the Boston Public Schools Signature Projects.) 

 

 

http://dohistory.org/on_your_own/toolkit/oralHistory.html�
http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timelines/�
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline/�
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline/�
http://www.youtube.com/user/SearchStories�
http://prezi.com/index/�
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Once upon a time there was a little girl. She was born in Colorado 
Springs, CO. Her mom was from Las Animas, CO and her dad was from 
Plainville, NY. He moved to Colorado in 1974. One day those two 
wonderful people met at their apartment complex's pool. They fell in 
love and got married in August 1977. After having two fantastic children 
and living in Colorado Springs, CO for six years, her dad found a new 
job with Twin Falls Tractor & Implement. Her family (dad, mom, and 
older brother) moved to Twin Falls in 1983. She grew up as a happy and 
healthy little girl. She attended Morningside Elementary, O'Leary Junior 
High, and Twin Falls High School. Then she decided to move to 
Missouri to attend Cottey College, where she earned her Associate in 
Arts. After that she moved to Maryland to be a nanny but that didn't 
work out. So, she moved back to Idaho and became a substitute teacher 
for the Kimberly School District and for the Twin Falls School District. 
In January 2006 she moved to Boise to attend Boise State University. 
There she earned her Bachelor in Arts with an emphasis in English 
Teaching. 
 
After earning her degree she began to search for a job. The school 
districts in Shoshone, Twin Falls, and Kimberly responded to her resume 
and job applications. She interviewed with all three districts and was 
offered three jobs. Because of the great experiences she had meeting the 
staff at the districts and after considering the reputations of the schools 
she decided that Kimberly would be her new workplace/home. She 
started her career teaching research, speech, creative writing, and health. 
The next year she continued teaching the English electives but changed 
from health to keyboarding and added Gifted & Talented to her 
responsibilities. She taught those subjects for two glorious years. 
 
Then in Fall 2011 she will begin a new adventure at a new building, the 
Kimberly High School, to teach 9th

 

 grade English. The rest of the story is 
yet to be written. 

 
 


	Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem (e.g. designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)? 

