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Integrated Project-based Learning: Combining PTE Standards and Academic 
Standards 

Use this template for planning and sharing ideas for projects. This template is based on the 6 A’s: 

Authenticity* Academic Rigor* Applied Learning* Active Exploration* Adult Connections* Assessment 

Project 

Title of Project Current Event Research Paper 

Project Developed by Drew Barnes Rhonda Walker 

E-mail Address dbarnes@buhlschools.org ,  rwalker@buhlscools.org 

School Buhl High School  

Pathway / Small Learning 
Community/Academy 

Automotive/English/Social Studies 

Course Title(s) Auto II, English 12 

Time Frame 1 week 

 

Authenticity 

Briefly describe your project. Include the key question and provide an overview of what students do and learn. 
Tell why the question is meaningful to the students and where one might see a similar question tackled by an 
adult in the workplace. 

Key Question How does our current economic situation impact you as a teen?  What single  factor in 
our economy has the most influential effect on you? (i.e.  The Automotive Industry) 

 

Overview 

Students will research the current economic trends pertaining to the Automotive 
Industry, they will then be required to support their findings in a 2-3 page analysis, and 
then present their information to the class. Students will also be required to support 
their research and presentation with a visual aid. 

Students will be graded on how well they support their research content, as well 
conventional writing skills.  

   

Vocabulary/Key Terms 

List vocabulary words and key terms essential to student understanding. 

       

 

Technical terms as they relate to subject. 
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Active Exploration * Applied Learning * Adult Connections 

What classroom-based, community-based, and career-based activities does the project involve? Include a 
description of the active exploration, applied learning, and adult connections in the project (as needed). 

Active Exploration How does the project engage students in real investigations using a variety of methods, 
media and sources?  What field-based work will students perform?  How does student learning and service 
support active career exploration? Students will examine real models of homes.  Math will expain scaled units in 
architecture. They will have lessons on home construction and the building codes for bids.  How knowledge is 
used in industry? 

Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem  
(e.g. designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)? Lecture on industry 
usage of this concept i.e. model designs.  Application with their own proportions also will be explored along with 
industry standards.  

Adult Connections Who from the community, workplace, postsecondary and/or industry partnership works with 
students on the project? Lecture from local industry and community in home design. 

Classroom Activities  Community Activities Career Activities 

Open discussion about the 
current economic crisis, as well 
as the effects of the Automotive 
Industry. 

1 day to research topic 

1 day in computer lab 

1 day to prepare visual aid  

Find articles from local 
newspapers to support their 
research. 

Students will analyze the effect of 
their research when choosing a 
career. 

 

 

Academic/PTE Rigor 

Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards and PTE industry standards addressed by the 
project. (A list of the content standards is available at http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp.  
This page, which includes selected high school level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of 
standards you are addressing. You may then copy and paste the list into this template.) 

• Math                                   Collect, organize, and describe data 

                                                     Develop and defend conclusions with data 

• English                                Read and interpret various newspaper articles 

                                                     Read and analyze online news texts 

                                                     Use various formats and technology to complete and enhance work 

                                                     Make effective presentations 

                                                     Understand and use the writing process effectively 

• Social Studies                     Understand the significance of social trends on business activity and  

                                                     economic activity 

                                                     Make effective presentations 

• Soft Skills                            Punctuality, completing work on time, following directions, taking  

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp�
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Academic/PTE Rigor 

                                                     Responsibility for one’s own actions, demonstrating integrity and 

                                                     honesty. Express ideas clearly and in a logical format 

 

School to Career Competencies Please check (x) the competencies addressed by the project 

[x ] Communicate and understand ideas and information  
[ x] Collect, analyze and organize information 
[ x] Identify and solve problems 
[ x] Use technology 
[x] Initiate and complete entire activities 
[ x ] Act professionally 
[x ] Interact with others 
[ x ] Understand all aspects of an industry 
[ x ] Take responsibility for career and life choices 

Student Goal(s) Once the project begins, ask students to generate one or two personal goals. 

 

 

Assessment 

How do you and the students know the project is a success? What are your criteria for measuring students' 
achievement of the disciplinary knowledge and applied learning goals of the project? What evidence do they use 
to demonstrate their progress? What deliverables do they need to complete prior to the final exhibition? How 
will students self-assess? 

A rubric will used to assess their paper, presentation, visual aid, and organization. 

 

Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

Software or Materials Needed 
(Examples) 

Internet Explorer 

Microsoft Word 

Teacher-Developed Materials 
(Examples of materials that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

Show students the evaluation rubric and assessment 
process 

Student-Developed Materials 
(Examples of products that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

Previous student visual aids and current event papers. 
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Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

 

Websites Used 
(Examples) 

Any applicable internet news source. 

(CNN, CNBC, etc.) 

Final Words 
(In a sentence or two, highlight your project’s 
overall value.) 

Students will gain an understanding of the Automotive 
Industry and the effects that our current economic 
situation has on their future. 

Teacher Tips/Extensions  
(Use the first person to share a useful idea that 
helps with implementation and ensures success. 
Make it chatty, informal.) 

 

Extensions 
(List any ideas for students who may want to 
go deeper into the learning standards.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Timeline 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to develop and demonstrate the PTE 
standards and the Academic standards?   

• PTE: Students will gain knowledge of the Automotive Industry 

• English: Students will practice the proper writing skills  

• History/Government/Economics: Students gain an understanding of current events 

(Adapted from the Boston Public Schools Signature Projects.) 
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	Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem (e.g. designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)? Lecture on industry usage of this concept i.e. model designs.  Application with their own proportions also will be explored along with industry standards. 

