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Integrated Project-based Learning: Combining PTE Standards and Academic 
Standards 

Use this template for planning and sharing ideas for projects. This template is based on the 6 A’s: 

Authenticity* Academic Rigor* Applied Learning* Active Exploration* Adult Connections* Assessment 

Project 
Title of Project The New Car Experience 

Project Developed by West Side High School Business Department 

E-mail Address ttelford@wssd.k12.id.us ahansen@wssd.k12.id.us 
abbott@wssd.k12.id.us jgrimm@wssd.k12.id.us 
sbarzee@wssd.k12.id.us  

School West Side High School 

Pathway / Small Learning 
Community/Academy 

Mathematics, English, Speech, Personal Finance 

Course Title(s) Personal Finance, Speech I, English 10, Algebra I  

Time Frame Two Weeks 

 

Authenticity 
Briefly describe your project. Include the key question and provide an overview of what students do and learn. 
Tell why the question is meaningful to the students and where one might see a similar question tackled by an 
adult in the workplace. 
Key Question What are the costs and procedures/pros and cons associated with buying a car from a 

dealer instead of a private party? 
 

Overview 

This is a skill that relates to real life scenarios. Most individuals must deal with 
transportation costs and related issues. Using the strategies learned in this unit, students 
will be able to acquire affordable transportation based upon their values.  

   

Vocabulary/Key Terms 
List vocabulary words and key terms essential to student understanding. 
       

 

Financially naïve, financial responsibility, interest, rate, term,  payment, APR, trade in, 
difference, sales tax, percentage rates, title fees, document fees,  exponential growth, rate 
over time, OAC, margin 

Persuasive essay, invalid and invalid reasoning, faulty logic, fallacies, introductory and 
concluding statements. 
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Active Exploration * Applied Learning * Adult Connections 
What classroom-based, community-based, and career-based activities does the project involve? Include a 
description of the active exploration, applied learning, and adult connections in the project (as needed). 
Active Exploration How does the project engage students in real investigations using a variety of methods, 
media and sources?  What field-based work will students perform?  How does student learning and service 
support active career exploration? Students will find a car on the internet they would like to purchase for under 
ten thousand dollars that has less than one hundred thousand miles and that is five years old or less. Students will 
price this vehicle on Kelly Blue Book in preparation for trade in process. 

Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a 
complex problem (e.g. designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, 
organizing an event)?  Students will visit dealership and negotiate trade using target vehicle and current 
family vehicle as trade in based upon the process in the active exploration. 

Adult Connections Who from the community, workplace, post secondary and/or industry partnership works with 
students on the project? Insight from local businessmen will be shared as they visit the classroom and share the 
pitfalls of purchasing vehicles. 

 
Classroom Activities  Community Activities Career Activities 
Research possible car purchases. 

Investigate the suggested retail 
price of the target car. 

Investigate the trade in value and 
private party value of each 
student’s family vehicle. Report 
the findings to classroom teacher. 

 

Invite car salesman to present 
car buying process at dealership.    

Interview two car owners who 
have purchased a vehicle in the 
last six months adults about their 
car buying experiences. 

 

Students will visit dealership and 
engage in car purchasing and 
trade in process. 

Write a letter to the editor or a 
blog listening ten suggestions for 
future car buying.  

 

 

Academic/PTE Rigor 
Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards and PTE industry standards addressed by the 
project. (A list of the content standards is available at http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp.  
This page, which includes selected high school level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of 
standards you are addressing. You may then copy and paste the list into this template.) 
 

9.M.1.3.2 

9.M.3.6.1 

9.M.5.5.1 

EcPf 2.1 
EcPf 10.1 

School to Career Competencies Please check (x) the competencies addressed by the project 
[x ] Communicate and understand ideas and information  
[ x] Collect, analyze and organize information 
[x ] Identify and solve problems 
[ x] Use technology 
[x] Initiate and complete entire activities 
[ x ] Act professionally 
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Academic/PTE Rigor 
[ x] Interact with others 
[ x ] Understand all aspects of an industry 
[ x ] Take responsibility for career and life choices 

Student Goal(s) Once the project begins, ask students to generate one or two personal goals. 
Be able to negotiate with a car dealer to get them to drop a price on a vehicle 

 
Assessment 
How do you and the students know the project is a success? What are your criteria for measuring students' 
achievement of the disciplinary knowledge and applied learning goals of the project? What evidence do they use 
to demonstrate their progress? What deliverables do they need to complete prior to the final exhibition? How 
will students self-assess? 
Students will print out an Excel spreadsheet with the numbers as evidence that they understood and completed 
the project. In addition to this, students will write a two page persuasive essay using practical data from their 
project on where is the best source to purchase transportation.  This persuasive essay will then be presented as a 
speech in the speech class. 

 

Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

Software or Materials Needed 
(Examples) 

Computer, Microsoft Office 

Teacher-Developed Materials 
(Examples of materials that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

Teacher handout  

Student-Developed Materials 
(Examples of products that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

 

Excel Spreadsheet  

Persuasive Essay 

Speech given in Speech class 
Websites Used 
(Examples) 

www.ksl.com  

www.kellybluebook.com 
http://hunzekerford.dealerconnection.com/?lang=en 
http://www.westmotor.net/index.htm  

Final Words 
(In a sentence or two, highlight your project’s 
overall value.) 

This project will allow students to make an economical 
transportation purchase which will save them thousands of 
dollars in their lifetime. 

Teacher Tips/Extensions  
(Use the first person to share a useful idea that 
helps with implementation and ensures success. 
Make it chatty, informal.) 

Be sure students understand the relevance of this project. 
You will need to complete this activity on your own before 
you teach it to your students. This will give you a better 
idea of where students will struggle depending on their 
performance level. 

Extensions 
(List any ideas for students who may want to 
go deeper into the learning standards.) 

 

Go to multiple dealerships with varying vehicles makes and 
models and see if there is a larger margin among different 
models and makes of vehicles. 
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Timeline 
What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to develop and demonstrate the PTE 
standards and the Academic standards?   

• Day 1:  Parameters, lecture, and explanation of project. 
• Day 2:  Begin data collection and search for target vehicle.  
• Day 3:  Continue data collection and begin spreadsheet. 
• Day 4:  Continue and finalize Excel formula and spreadsheets 

with payment analysis.  
• Day 5:  Instruct students on technicalities associated with 

graphing data. 
• Day 6:  Introduce components and scope of persuasive essay. 
• Day 7:  Write persuasive essay. 
• Day 8:  Write persuasive essay. 
• Day 9:  Adapt persuasive essay and all research to speech 

outline. 
• Day 10:  Give Speech 

(Adapted from the Boston Public Schools Signature Projects.)  

Trade it in or sell it on my own? 
1. Choose a car you would like to buy between $5k and $10K.  Find Kelly Blue 

book value for retail and private party and copy to Word document. Locate 
car at a dealership and through classifieds and copy to Word doc (2 of each)  

2. Find car or comparable car at local dealership.  
3. Visit dealership  

a. Tell salesman you want to buy the specific car 
i. What is his/her response? 

ii. What else does he/she ask? (Be specific) 
b. Try to bargain salesman down or ask ‘What is the lowest you can go?’ 

or ask ‘Is that the best you can do?’ 
c. Do they have in house financing? What would be the terms (down 

payment required, time, interest rate)?  
d. Now tell them you have a trade in and get an estimate of what they 

could give you for your car. Does this change the answer to 3.b? 
e. What additional dealer charges are there? (dealer doc fee etc…) 

4. Using Excel spreadsheet 
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a. Dealer trade paying cash 
i. Calculate difference in new car minus trade in? 

ii. Calculate taxes  
iii. Total Cost of trading in for new car including fees.  

b. Selling on your own and buying private party paying cash 
i. Determine selling price of your car (average of Kbb.com private 

party good condition and 2 classified comparables)  
ii. Calculate total cost of your new car including taxes etc… 

iii. Calculate difference in total cost of new car minus selling price 
of your current car. 

c. Calculate difference between trading your car in to dealer or selling it 
on your own. 

5. Write 1 page double spaced paper on your experience addressing questions 
in 1-3 and attach it everything in word document from 1-3. Print word 
document and excel spreadsheet. Don’t forget name, date, class. 

 


