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Integrated Project-based Learning: Combining PTE Standards and Academic 

Standards 

Use this template for planning and sharing ideas for projects. This template is based on the 6 A’s: 

Authenticity* Academic Rigor* Applied Learning* Active Exploration* Adult Connections* Assessment 

Project 

Title of Project Soft Skills at Work 

Project Developed by Karen Konrad and Shannon Brown 

E-mail Address kkonrad@minidokaschools.org 

School Minico High School 

Pathway / Small Learning 

Community/Academy 

9
th

 Grade Advisory 

Course Title(s) 9
th

 Grade Core Classes (Speech, History, Strategies for 

Success, Physical Science) 

Time Frame 3 Trimesters (1 school year) 

  

 

Authenticity 

Briefly describe your project. Include the key question and provide an overview of what students do and learn. Tell 

why the question is meaningful to the students and where one might see a similar question tackled by an adult in 

the workplace. 

Key Question Does teaching 9
th

 graders soft skills translate to lower absenteeism and preparedness in 

the 9
th

 grade core classes? 

 

Overview 

In the 9
th

 grade advisory classroom, advisors will be responsible for teaching students soft 

skills. These skills will include a discussion of the attendance policy and the ramifications 

of going over the required days; the tardy policy; and preparedness. Students will be 

asked to compare these requirements to that of a job.  9
th

 grade students will then be 

given a rubric explaining the student preparedness grade they will be given in each 9
th

 

grade core class (listed above). Each 3 week progress report will include a 25 point grade 

for attendance/preparedness. At the end of the trimester, each student will have the 

opportunity to earn an A on their Soft Skills assignment in each 9
th

 grade class based on 

their soft skills. 

 

   

 

 

 

mailto:kkonrad@minidokaschools.org
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Vocabulary/Key Terms 

List vocabulary words and key terms essential to student understanding.  

 

       

 

Soft Skills 

Minico Attendance Policy 

No Mark vs. No Credit 

Preparedness  

Credit Appeal 

Excused absence/Unexcused absence 

 

 

 

Active Exploration * Applied Learning * Adult Connections 

What classroom-based, community-based, and career-based activities does the project involve? Include a 

description of the active exploration, applied learning, and adult connections in the project (as needed). 

Active Exploration How does the project engage students in real investigations using a variety of methods, media 

and sources?  What field-based work will students perform?  How does student learning and service support active 

career exploration? Students will examine real models of homes.  Math will expain scaled units in architecture. They 

will have lessons on home construction and the building codes for bids.  How knowledge is used in industry? 

Applied Learning How do students apply what they have learned and researched to a complex problem  

(e.g. designing a product, improving a system, creating an exhibit, organizing an event)? Lecture on industry usage 

of this concept i.e. model designs.  Application with their own proportions also will be explored along with industry 

standards.  

Adult Connections Who from the community, workplace, postsecondary and/or industry partnership works with 

students on the project? Lecture from local industry and community in home design. 

Classroom Activities  Community Activities Career Activities 

In advisory students will review 

the key terms and what is 

expected of them in their new 

“work setting”. 

Each teacher will have the same 

expectation of each student 

(employee). Each student will 

arrive to class on time and be 

prepared for work each day. 

Each three weeks, students will 

receive a Soft Skills grade. This 

grade will be one grade in their 

class and will be reflected in their 

overall grade in that class.  
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Academic/PTE Rigor 

Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards and PTE industry standards addressed by the 

project. (A list of the content standards is available at http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp.  

This page, which includes selected high school level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of 

standards you are addressing. You may then copy and paste the list into this template.) 

SCANS REPORT from the Department of Labor 

1. Basic Skills - reading, writing, arithmetic and mathematics, speaking and listening 

2. Thinking Skills - thinking creatively, making decisions, solving problems, seeing things in 

the mind's eye, knowing how to learn, and reasoning. 

3. Personal Qualities - individual responsibility, self-esteem, self-management, and integrity. 

The Secretary's Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills  

The SCANS' job was to examine the demands of the future workplace, and they eventually 

developed a list of skills "that high-performance workplaces require and that high-performance 

schools should produce." It consists of five basic competencies that are built on a three-part 

foundation, which define what an effective worker should know and have skill in. 

This project focuses on the Personal Qualities from the SCANS Report. 

School to Career Competencies Please check (x) the competencies addressed by the project 

[ x] Communicate and understand ideas and information  

[x ] Collect, analyze and organize information 

[x ] Identify and solve problems 

[x ] Use technology 

[x] Initiate and complete entire activities 

[ x ] Act professionally 

[x ] Interact with others 

[  ] Understand all aspects of an industry 

[x  ] Take responsibility for career and life choices 

Student Goal(s) Once the project begins, ask students to generate one or two personal goals. 

95% attendance, no tardies and no missing assignments in a trimester 

 

Assessment 

How do you and the students know the project is a success? What are your criteria for measuring students' 

achievement of the disciplinary knowledge and applied learning goals of the project? What evidence do they use to 

demonstrate their progress? What deliverables do they need to complete prior to the final exhibition? How will 

students self-assess? 

Students will be assessed by their preparedness grade in each class. This grade will include their attendance and 

preparedness for class in their 9
th

 grade core classes.  

Advisory teachers will monitor grades and attendance every three weeks. Any student not meeting the standard will 

be flagged for the counselor and parent contact will be made. At the mid term of each semester, a parent meeting will 

be held at conference time. A review of the attendance policy and the grade policy will be reviewed with the parent. 

In the case of a student not meeting the standard, a counselor or administrator will present during the parent meeting. 

The advisory teacher may also contact the core subject teacher for input other than just the Power School report.  

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp
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Academic/PTE Rigor 

Students will know they are successful when they are allowed to move on to the next required class. At the end of the 

year, successful freshmen will become sophomores. 

 

 

 

Recommended Resources / Sample Products 

Software or Materials Needed 

(Examples) 

Students will need access to a computer to check their 

grades and attendance on Power School 

Teacher-Developed Materials 

(Examples of materials that can be shared with 

other classes. Please attach samples.) 

Advisors will use the materials provided in their 9
th

 grade 

advisory notebook. 

Student-Developed Materials 

(Examples of products that can be shared with 

other classes. Please attach samples.) 

 

Students will earn 13-15 high school credits. 

Websites Used 

(Examples) 

www.minidokaschools.org  

Final Words 

(In a sentence or two, highlight your project’s 

overall value.) 

This will increase attendance and success in the 9
th

 grade. 

Ultimately it will lower our dropout rate. It will increase 

participation in PTE classes. Students will not have to repeat 

classes. 

Teacher Tips/Extensions  

(Use the first person to share a useful idea that 

helps with implementation and ensures success. 

Make it chatty, informal.) 

I know that attendance is a requirement at Minico. Making 

Soft Skills a part of their vocabulary will make the students 

aware that their work habits in school are directly 

correlated to their performance on the job. 

 

Extensions 

(List any ideas for students who may want to go 

deeper into the learning standards.) 

 

Student may use their attendance record in high school as a 

document for future employment.   

 

 

 

Timeline 

What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to develop and demonstrate the PTE 

standards and the Academic standards?   

http://www.minidokaschools.org/
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Timeline 

 This grade will be given each trimester in their 9
th

 grade core class. 

 Monitoring of attendance will continue throughout the school year.  

 When students grades and attendance go below the standard at the three week progress report time, the 

parent must be contacted and meet with the advisor and a counselor/administrator. This may happen several 

times during a trimester until the standard is met.  

 If the standard is not met during the current trimester. A parent/counselor/team meeting will take place to 

review the academic progress as well as the attendance of the 9
th

 grader. 

(Adapted from the Boston Public Schools Signature Projects.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


