
Integrated Project-based Learning: Combining PTE Standards and Academic 
Standards 

Use this template for planning and sharing ideas for projects. This template is based on the 6 A’s: 
Authenticity* Academic Rigor* Applied Learning* Active Exploration* Adult Connections* Assessment 

Project  

Title of Project The Development of Historical Perspective: Rock Creek 
Settlement and History of Kimberly 

Project Developed by T.J. Sorensen and Mike Huttanus 

E-mail Address tsorensen@kimberly.edu; mhuttanus@kimberly.edu 

School Kimberly High School 

Pathway / Small Learning 
Community/Academy 

IT Interactive Media and Common Social Studies 

Course Title(s) U.S. History I, Digital Media and Advanced Digital Media 

Time Frame 2011-2012 School Year (Semester I) 

 
Authenticity  

Briefly describe your project. Include the key question and provide an overview of what students do and learn. Tell 
why the question is meaningful to the students and where one might see a similar question tackled by an adult in the 
workplace. 

Key Question How would a historian investigate the history of the Rock Creek settlement and the 
history of Kimberly? 

 
Overview 

Students will research the history of the Rock Creek Settlement, the history of Kimberly 
up to present day.  Students will use primary documents, pictures, Internet and book 
sources, and interview people from the community.  The finished product will be a video 
that documents the students' research, interviews, and discoveries. 

   
 
Vocabulary/Key Terms 
List vocabulary words 
and key terms essential to 
student understanding. 

 Stricker Ranch,  
demographics,  
culture, migration,  
historical, economic  
opportunity,  
primary resources,  
population pressure,  
personal reflection,  
Carey Act of 1894,  
Oregon Trail,  
founders, relevant,  
videography,  
edit,  
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Vocabulary/Key Terms 
sequence,  
purpose,  
vision,  
accurate 

Active Exploration * 
Applied Learning * Adult 
Connections 
Classroom Activities  Community Activities Career Activities 
-Students will create groups that 
will research topics relevant to 
the project (i.e. history of Rock 
Creek, history the early history 
of Kimberly, early settlers, recent 
to present day history of 
Kimberly). 
-Students will practice 
interview skills. 
-Students will set up times to 
interview and visit sites.   
-Students will gather primary 
sources and pictures. 
-Students will sequence, film, edit 
and produce a finished product 
(video).   
-Students will catalog interviews 
on a server. 

-Interview members of Friends of 
Stricker. 
-Visit the Rock Creek Station 
Historic Site. 
-Interview Polly Hulsey, 
Kimberly City Manager. 
-Interview members from the 
community. 
-Film historic sites throughout 
the community of Kimberly and 
surrounding areas. 

-Research  
-Practice interview skills 
-Gather primary resources 
-Sequence, film, edit, and produce 
a video 

 

 
Academic/PTE Rigor   

Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards and PTE industry standards addressed by the 
project. (A list of the content standards is available at 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp.  This page, which includes selected high school 
level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of standards you are addressing. You may then copy and 
paste the list into this template.) 

  

6-12.USH1.1.2.3 Analyze the concept of Manifest Destiny and its impact on American Indians and the 
development of the United States. (476.01d) 

6-12.USH1.1.4.1 Explain the consequences of scientific and technological inventions and changes on 
the social and economic lives of the people in the development the United States. 
(477.01a) 

6-12.USH1.1.4.2 Explain how the development of various modes of transportation increased economic 
prosperity and promoted national unity. (477.01b) 

6-12.USH1.1.5.5 Identify the United States territorial expansion between 1801 and 1861 and explain 
internal and external conflicts. (475.01e, f) 

6-12.USH1.2.1.1 Develop and interpret different kinds of maps, globes, graphs, charts, databases and 
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Academic/PTE Rigor   

Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards and PTE industry standards addressed by the 
project. (A list of the content standards is available at 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp.  This page, which includes selected high school 
level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of standards you are addressing. You may then copy and 
paste the list into this template.) 

  

models. (485.01a) 

6-12.USH1.2.2.1 Analyze ways in which the physical environment affected political and economic 
development. 

  6-12.USH1.2.3.2 Illustrate westward migration across North America. 

6-12.USH1.3.2.2 Analyze the role of government policy in the early economic development of the 
United States. (484.01b) 

ITC05.02 

Implement cross-functional teams to achieve IT project goals 
ITC05.03 
Employ project management knowledge to oversee IT projects. 
ITPC01.01 
Iterate through the design and development process to create a uniform Web/digital 
product. 
ITPC01.05 
Define the scope of digital communication work in a written form to summarize and 
meet customer requirements. 
ITPC01.06 
Prepare digital communication product specifications to communicate specifications 
with various audiences. 
ITPC01.07 
Demonstrate the effective use of tools for digital communication production, 
development and project management to complete web/digital communication projects. 
ITPC01.09 
Create and implement a digital communication product to meet customer needs. 
ITPC01.13 
Consider intellectual property issues when creating Web pages. 
 

School to Career Competencies Please check (x) the competencies addressed by the project   
[X] Communicate and understand ideas and information  
[X] Collect, analyze and organize information 
[X] Identify and solve problems 
[X] Use technology 
[X] Initiate and complete entire activities 
[X] Act professionally 
[X] Interact with others 
[  ] Understand all aspects of an industry 
[  ] Take responsibility for career and life choices 

  

Student Goal(s) Once the project begins, ask students to generate one or two personal goals.   
-Students will be better-organized and prepared.  Create a plan, storyboard, and execute the plan. 
ITC02.02 
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Academic/PTE Rigor   

Standards Use the space below to list the state content standards and PTE industry standards addressed by the 
project. (A list of the content standards is available at 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ContentStandards/default.asp.  This page, which includes selected high school 
level standards, is designed to let you easily create a list of standards you are addressing. You may then copy and 
paste the list into this template.) 

  

Perform scheduling functions to meet customer needs. 
-Students will be better team members.  Not put all the work on one person, complete their part of research, 
planning, and fulfill their responsibilities on-time.  Create high quality work. 

Assessment   

How do you and the students know the project is a success? What are your criteria for measuring students' 
achievement of the disciplinary knowledge and applied learning goals of the project? What evidence do they use to 
demonstrate their progress? What deliverables do they need to complete prior to the final exhibition? How will 
students self-assess? 

  

-When the students finish the project, a video will be produced.  We will have other students view the video and 
share their insights with the group members on how to improve the video, and what they liked about the video. 
-Before the interviews are conducted, students will write up the questions that they will ask.  They will practice 
these questions with other students in the class, to gain experience for the interview. 
-After student research, students will present what they uncovered to the U.S. History class.  The presentation will 
be graded and the class will make suggestions.  After the presentation the group will make changes to their research. 
-Once the students have researched, created interview questions, found people to interview, set up interview times, is 
designated time when the U.S. History I class will begin to work on the filming for the video. 
ITPC01.10 
Test a digital communication product to evaluate its functionality. 
Before the final edit a test screening will be conducted to see how close the video project has come to 
meeting its written goals. History students, Tech students and both instructors will rate the project 
according to a mutually agreed on rubric. The final submission will be instructor graded. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
Recommended Resources / Sample Products  

Software or Materials Needed 
(Examples) 

Computers and Books for research,  Videos on Conducting 
Interviews, Cameras, Microphones, Editing Programs, 
Storybook Program Moodle Course created 

Teacher-Developed Materials 
(Examples of materials that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 

Project samples, Suggestions from Industry Experts 
Presentation Rubrics 
 

Student-Developed Materials 
(Examples of products that can be shared with 
other classes. Please attach samples.) 
 

Previous videos from students to demonstrate the quality that 
the finished product should achieve.  (Samples are DVD's and 
videos on our hard drives.) 
Previous student developed power point presentation of the 
history of Kimberly. 

Websites Used 
(Examples) 

http://history.idaho.gov/education.html 
http://www.cityofkimberly.org/index.aspx?nid=914 
Google Earth 
  How to Conduct Interviews: 
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Recommended Resources / Sample Products  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eOynrI2eTM 
http://stringers.media.mit.edu/interview.htm 

Final Words 
(In a sentence or two, highlight your project’s 
overall value.) 

This project will help students prepare for futures in film 
making, electronic news gathering, videography, educator, and 
historian.  The final product will be beneficial to the 
community, by involving the community into our school, 
creating a sense of community, and help our community 
understand where we come from. 

Teacher Tips/Extensions  
(Use the first person to share a useful idea that 
helps with implementation and ensures success. 
Make it chatty, informal.) 

Help students understand why it important to know where we 
come from and to know more about the community history that 
we live in.  Have someone knowledgeable of the history of 
Kimberly come in and share with the class. 

Extensions 
(List any ideas for students who may want to 
go deeper into the learning standards.) 
 

The students may research more about the history of Idaho, the 
Idaho gold rush, and go more in depth into interview skills.  
Gain a deeper understanding of the economy and development 
of the area, in which we live. 

 
 

 

Timeline 
What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to develop and demonstrate the PTE 
standards and the Academic standards?   

• Two weeks into the school year we will develop a statement of purpose for the video. 
• Also, two weeks into the school year, the U.S. History I class will be selected that will participate in the 

project.  Press release to school newspaper about the project. 
• Within one week history students will select the topics that they will research, which they will select 

from a list.  Also, students will select a group member that will conduct the interview.  The entire group 
will research, write interview questions, and practice interviewing.  At this time we will read about and 
watch videos that will help them with their interviewing skills.  Also, in history class we will watch 
previous videos that are student produced, some good examples and some mediocre or poor. 

• Within one month from the beginning of school the history students will have the research done, and 
have a presentation created.  The presentation that will be presented to the entire class on what they 
discovered, during their research.  Additionally, the presentation will entail the people that students will 
interview, primary resources, pictures, and what they plan to do with this information.  This presentation 
should include what they want to include in the video, and what they think is important from their 
research.  I want them to describe: “What is their vision for this project?” 

• Once the presentations are done and acceptable, we will set up interview times.  The U.S. History I class 
will then coordinate with the Digital Media classes to go on-site to record the interviews and settings for 
the video. 

(Adapted from the Boston Public Schools Signature Projects.) 
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